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Act Now to Live Poor: 
The UN’s Plan for You 


One’s habits, purchases, beliefs, 
and associates are monitored 
on the Web by both Big Tech and 
Big Government, but there is a 
movement afoot to change all 
that. (January 20, 2020, 48pp) 


Democrats are pushing 
Medicare for All, despite its 
massive costs, the failures 
of similar healthcare 
systems, and the fact that 
its nothing like Medicare. 


Government policies have 
largely caused the suffering and 
dying of thousands of homeless 
people across the country. 
Its time to change course. 
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Telecommunications using 5G 
promise super speed, allowing 
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Wrong Kathy Called Out 


I agree with the commentary in the Janu- 
ary 6, 2020 letter to editor from reader 
Dr. Adrian H. Krieg of Parrish, Florida. 
However, one mistake in that letter needs 
to be corrected. It was not celebrity Kathy 
Gifford, wife of the late NFL great Frank 
Gifford, who appeared in a video holding 
a likeness of the severed head of President 
Trump. Rather, it was leftist Trump-hating 
comedienne Kathy Griffin who did that. 
CHARLES BAUER 
Brentwood, California 


Myth of Multiculturalism 


The Jews are made up of many different 
peoples. Their multiculturalism is due to 
centuries of Jew diaspora. Yet, they are all 
Jews, united in their core commonality of 
religion. In fact, Jews around the world are 
returning to Israel in what is called “ali- 
yah.” That is how united Jews are. 

In contrast to this, Americans today are 
a multicultural people not united by core 
commonalities (no core economy, no core 
nationality, no common language, no com- 
mon flag, etc.). This was not always the 
case. Americans had commonalities (the 
same Judeo-Christian heritage; the English 
language; the same TV channels for news, 
movies, and shows; and more). Moreover, 
American commonalities were supported 
by their strong ethnic neighborhoods: 
They believed in one flag, for one nation 
under God. That was America. 

This is no longer the case. Social- 
ist America has created a mulatto nation 
under the guise of “multiculturalism” and 
“diversity.” While Malcolm X was right in 
his autobiography to say that it’s ok to be 
black, and blacks do not have to “marry 
up” or act white, because superficial dif- 
ferences such as the way you comb your 
hair or the color of your skin are a reflec- 
tion of who God made you to be, true di- 
versity only causes disunity. 

Today, the socialists say that we are 
united in diversity, yet how can people be 
united and diverse at the same time — now 
commonalities are even banned. If the U.S. 
Congress is united in its diversity, how do 
socialists explain the gridlock in Congress, 
where one party votes against the other? 
How does diversity explain the increasing 
antagonism between groups? This is unity? 
No, it’s diversity, and it doesn’t unite. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


In short, Americans need to stay united 
in their commonalities and make an aliyah 
back to America. 

CARL MARCHI 
Holliston, Massachusetts 


Clinton the Criminal 


I read with great interest the article entitled 
“Clinton Impeachment: Should Treason 
Have Been the Reason?” (December 9, 
2019 issue) about what Bill Clinton should 
have been tried for in his impeachment 
trial. It brought back a memory of a similar 
and perhaps even more egregious example 
of President Clinton’s treasonous actions. 

In the early ’90s, large donations to 
the Democratic National Committee 
were received from Bernard Schwartz 
of Loral Corporation, as well as Johnny 
Chung, an aggregator of money from 
sources including a member of the high- 
est level of the Communist Party in 
China. In 1996, despite the objections 
of the State Department, the Judicial 
Department, and the intelligence agen- 
cies, Bill Clinton personally transferred 
responsibility for approving satellite-ex- 
port licensing from the State Department 
(which had refused to approve satellite 
transfers because the technology was se- 
cret and could be used by enemy nations 
such as China to improve their rockets 
and better target America) to the Com- 
merce Department. A transfer of a Loral 
satellite was promptly approved. Also, 
before this time, as Clinton received 
campaign donations from the Commu- 
nist Chinese, he personally signed waiv- 
ers allowing satellite technology to be 
exported to China. 

In The Phyllis Schlafly Report, it is 
noted: “The fact that Clinton personally 
issued the waivers to allow shipments of 
U.S. technology that greatly improved the 
accuracy and reliability of Communist 
China’s missiles is grounds for impeach- 
ment, regardless of whether or not there 
was any quid pro quo for those decisions.” 

DONALD W. STACEY 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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Amazon Admits Employees Secretly Watched Ring Camera Customers 


AP Images 


In a January 6 letter to U.S. senators, tech behemoth Amazon ad- 
mitted that it has fired employees discovered to have been spying 
on customers using the company’s Ring cameras. 

Although the Ring cameras were originally marketed as a way 
to see who’s standing outside the front door before opening it, 
many users have installed the surveillance equipment inside their 
houses. 

Amazon’s eight-page letter was a response to inquiries made 
by five U.S. Democratic senators regarding the company’s se- 
curity policies and findings of the company’s internal audits. In 


November 2019, Senators Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), Chris Van Hol- 
len (D-Md.), Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.), Christopher A. Coons 
(D-Del.), and Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.) cosigned the letter look- 
ing for answers to questions about stories of privacy breaches 
being reported in the media. 

The letter to legislators, signed by Amazon Vice President of 
Public Policy Brian Huseman, explains that Ring received four 
complaints regarding employees viewing Ring data “that exceed- 
ed what was necessary for their job functions.” Huseman reports 
in the letter that “after determining that the individual violated 
company policy, the individual was terminated.” 

It is unclear whether Huseman means that one individual in 
each of the four complaints was fired, or whether the abuse of 
access to data reported to Ring resulted in the termination of only 
one of the employees investigated by Ring. 

Just how many Americans have bought Amazon’s Ring cam- 
eras is not known, and in the letter to the senators, Huseman 
refuses to disclose the number, revealing only that “millions of 
customers have purchased a Ring device.” 

While Ring customers are undeniably justified to fear hackers 
invading their homes through these devices or Ring employees 
watching them in unguarded moments, Ring has entered into con- 
tracts with over 200 police departments, giving law enforcement 
expansive access to the video and audio collected by the service’s 
surveillance devices. Perhaps most troubling is the fact that the 
images and sounds recorded by Ring can be obtained from Ring 
customers without a warrant. 


Trumpers Floating Purchase of OAN Network as Fox Moves Leftward 


A dozen GOP heavyweight donors are being pitched on the 
idea of buying the tiny One American News Network (OANN) 
to offset the steady leftward drift of Fox News. The Wall Street 
Journal reported January 10 that Republican National Commit- 
tee co-chairman Thomas Hicks is helping his family’s invest- 
ment manager, Hicks Equity Partners, propose the buyout to 
big Trump donors. 

Charles Herring, owner of OANN, said his family isn’t really 
interested in being bought out. In an e-mail, he said that OANN 
is “a reliable news source for a national audience [and] with the 
2020 political season in full swing, expressed interest [in buy- 
ing us] is on the rise. Yet our family didn’t build our operations 
to sell it.” 

Doug Deason is a Dallas investor and major Trump donor who 
has been pitched the idea and has signed on to it, offering to assist 
in raising the estimated $250 million it would take for Herring’s 
family to change its mind. He sees both the financial and the 
political advantages: “The concern is that there’s only Fox. The 
left [-wing media] has so much more.” 

Fox has been steadily moving leftward since 2005 when Roger 
Ailes became chairman of the Fox Television News Corporation. 
With the lineup of left-wing commentators increasing in num- 
bers, President Trump has been increasingly critical of Fox. Last 


summer he tweeted, “Watching Fake News CNN is better than 
Shepherd Smith [who suddenly departed Fox last October], the 
lowest rated show on FoxNews. Actually, whenever possible, I 
turn to OANN!” 

At the moment the buyout of OANN is in the early stages, with 
much of the purchase money still to be raised. Investors might 
be looking at it as an opportunity to buy a small conservative 
network just as the presidential campaign is heating up. On the 
other hand, if purchased, its influence could gain as Fox loses 
more of its own, helping the president gain another four years in 
the White House along the way. 


LemonTreelmages/iStock/GettylmagesPlus 


Record Abortions Expose Truth About Planned Parenthood 


The latest annual report from Planned Parenthood lays plain the 
grim truth about America’s leading killer of pre-born babies. Dur- 
ing fiscal year 2018-19, Planned Parenthood and its sundry medi- 
cal affiliates performed a total of 345,672 abortions, an increase 
of 12,915 from last fiscal year and up 24,288 from two years 
ago. During the latest time frame, the abortion business also re- 
ceived an astounding $616 million in government funding via 
reimbursements and grants. 

ChristianNews.net noted January 7 that the number of abor- 
tions for which Planned Parenthood was responsible during 
2018-19 “equates to 947 a day, as the deaths of unborn children 
continue to climb with each passing year — an estimated 60 mil- 
lion children and counting since the 1973 Supreme Court deci- 
sion of Roe v. Wade.” 

The Christian news site added, “According to online data, 
Planned Parenthood performed 4,988 abortions in 1973, 85,207 
in 1983, 134,251 in 1993, 236,500 in 2003, and 327,166 in 2013.” 

Overall, although private donations have gone down, Planned 
Parenthood reported total revenue above $1.6 billion, with net 
assets at almost $2 billion. As for its federal tax-dollar haul, the 
$616 million does not include some $60 million in grants Planned 
Parenthood lost from the Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices after President Trump moved to block federal funding for 
clinics that refer clients for abortion. 

Despite the banner year, Planned Parenthood’s acting presi- 
dent, Alexis McGill Johnson, complained that her organization 


stands “at an inflection point for reproductive health and rights. 
Our opponents moved to dismantle our nation’s program for af- 
fordable birth control this year, forcing providers like Planned 
Parenthood out of the program with an unethical gag rule.” 

And while a number of state legislatures fronted bills to ban or 
severely curtail abortions over the past year, Planned Parenthood 
boasted that nearly 70 percent “of the more than 300 abortion 
restricting bills introduced in 2019 have been defeated or delayed 
until next year [2020].” 
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More and More Companies Moving Out of China 
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The number of companies moving some, most, or all of their 
manufacturing operations out of China, or making plans to do so, 
is growing from a trickle to a flow and likely to a flood, according 
to a January 9 article in the South China Morning Post. 

In July, the Nikkei Asian Review listed just a few of those 
companies, including Apple, Nintendo, Skechers USA, Komatsu, 
Sumitomo Heavy Industries, Mitsubishi Electric, Ricoh, Citizen 
Watch, Panasonic, HP, Dell, Kyocera, Sharp, Nintendo, GoPro, 
and Samsung. Each of them is facing rising labor and environ- 
mental costs and an ever-changing crazy-quilt regulatory system, 


not to mention the tariff wars that will likely continue long after 
the highly touted “Phase One” trade agreement has been signed 
with the United States. 

And the flow is likely to turn into a flood, according to Dan 
Harris, head of an international law firm that works extensively 
in China: “For every foreign company that left China in 2019 
there are two or three more seriously contemplating doing so. 
We expect more companies to leave China in 2020 that in 2019.” 

As a direct result of those trade-war tariffs, China has now 
fallen behind Mexico and Canada to become America’s third- 
largest trading partner. Before the tariff wars began in July 2018, 
China was number one. 

Compared with June 2018, the month before the trade war 
began, U.S. imports of goods from Vietnam have soared by more 
than 50 percent, Thailand nearly 20 percent, Malaysia by 11 per- 
cent, Indonesia over 14 percent, Taiwan 30 percent, and Mexico 
nearly 13 percent. 

The ripple effect is showing up in car sales in China, which 
have dropped for the second consecutive year, dropping 5.8 per- 
cent in 2018 and 7.4 percent last year. December car sales were 
down, the 18th down month out of the last 19. 

The day of “Made in China” is slowly but surely becoming 
“NOT Made in China.” 
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Attorney General Says Pensacola Shooter Was a Jihadist 

“The evidence shows that the shooter was motivated by jihadist ideology.’ 
While a student at the U.S. naval base in Pensacola, Florida, Saudi Ara- 
bias Lieutenant Mohammad Saeed Alshamrani killed three U.S. Navy 
personnel and wounded eight others. After investigating this deadly ram- 
page, Attorney General William Barr concluded that the deed was a 
deliberate act of terrorism, not the work of a deranged individual who 
had no political goals. 
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Agriculture Secretary Announces William } 

Removal of 750,000 From Food Stamp Rolls Bagk 

“Government can be a powerful force for good, but government depen- 

dency has never been the American Dream. We need to encourage people by giving them a helping hand 
but not allowing it to become an indefinitely giving hand.” 

According to Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, a Trump administration ruling will result in 
reducing by a huge number those receiving food stamps. 


ShaneT. McCoy/USMarshals 


President Insists He Hasn’t Committed to 

War During His Discussion About Iran 

“The fact that we have this great military and equipment, however, doesn’t 
mean we have to use it. We do not want to use it.” 

In the wake of the killing of Iran's General Qassim Suleimani by an Amer- 
ican-launched drone, President Donald Trump insisted that any use of 
our nation’s weaponry would be rare. 


Widely Known Television Star Points 

to Bloomberg as Her Presidential Choice 

“America probably still needs a little tweaking. It doesn’t need a revolu- 
tion. My mission is to see that Mike Bloomberg is in the White House for 
the next four years.” 

Judith Sheindlin, known nationally as “Judge Judy” on her popular television show of that name, 
Joined candidate Michael Bloomberg during his campaign swing through parts of Texas. 
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Warren Castigates an Opponent for Meeting With Billionaires in a Wine Cave 

“The mayor just recently had a fundraiser that was held in a wine cave full of crystal and served $900 
bottles of wine. Billionaires in wine caves should not pick the next president of the United States.” 
When she learned that opponent Pete Buttigieg had made a campaign stop at the elegant winery owned 
by wealthy Democrat donors, Elizabeth Warren painted her opponent as the choice of the well-to-do. 
She ably avoided showing her jealousy. 


Parishioner With a Gun Saved Many Lives 
“How many more would be lost if we hadn’t had a good guy with a gun? We need more of them.” 
After a suspicious man in a trench coat used his hidden shotgun to kill two parishioners during Sun- 
day church services in the Texas community known as White Settlement, another parishioner stopped 
what could have been a much larger massacre by killing the shooter. 
Texas State Representative Jonathan Stickland then called for ending 
existing restrictions on carrying firearms. 


Germany’s Leader Calls for More Action to Fight Climate Change 
“T, as a 65-year-old, will not personally experience all of the conse- 
quences that climate change will bring if politicians do not act. Coming 
generations will live with the consequences of what we do or fail to do 
today.” 
In her New Year’s address to the German nation, Chancellor Angela 
Merkel pointed to unproven and highly questionable causes of climate 
anomalies and insisted there must be reductions in carbon emissions. Angela 
— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANus Merkel 


AP Images 
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The latest UN climate conference, COP25, held in Madrid, showed the true face of 
climate alarmists — and where they would take the world. 
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by Alex Newman 


ADRID — For a global-warm- 
ing conference, it sure was cold 
outside. Really cold. One day 


it even dropped below freezing, which is 
colder than normal for Madrid at this time 
of year. But at least it wasn’t snowing like 
it was at the last United Nations “climate 
change” summit in Poland, where chil- 
dren made snowmen and pelted grown- 
ups with snowballs after Al Gore landed. 
Apparently it was another episode of the 
infamous “Gore Effect” — a mysterious 
weather phenomenon where snowfall 
tends to follow Gore around the globe 
when he goes to preach about alleged 
man-made warming. 

And it wasn’t just the weather that 
didn’t cooperate. Not only were no new 
radical policies adopted, thanks mostly 
to President Trump standing in the way 
like a brick wall, but the summit to save 
the planet and fix the weather had to be 
moved from one locale to another because 
of anti-global-warming sentiment. It was 
a hilarious series of events that did noth- 
ing to calm the climate alarmists, who 
sound more unhinged than ever. 

The summit to fix the weather by charg- 
ing us for our CO, emissions (a gas each 
and every one of us exhales) was origi- 
nally supposed to be held in Brazil, where 
it’s summer now. Unfortunately for the 
climate dignitaries looking forward to 
some exotic fun in the Brazilian sun, Bra- 
zil’s new president, Jair Bolsonaro, aka 
Tropical Trump, quashed that idea. His 
foreign minister, Ernesto Araujo, taking a 
cue from Trump, called climate alarmism 
a “Marxist plot” to undermine the West 
and build up Communist China. 

Not to worry, though, Chilean authori- 
ties volunteered their nation to host the 
UN festivities instead: Global-warming 
alarmists could still have a climate summit 
in the summer sun in the Southern Hemi- 
sphere. But quite ironically, “green” poli- 
cies in Chile to “save the climate” caused 
rising energy and transportation costs, 
sparking violent protests and riots and 


Alex Newman, foreign correspondent for THE NEw 
AMERICAN, is a co-author (with the late Sam Blumen- 
feld) of Crimes of the Educators: How Utopians Are 
Using Government Schools to Destroy America’s 
Children. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


Throngs outside demanded an end to air travel, cars, 
“farting cows” (as U.S. Representative Alexandria Ocasio- 
Cortez’ “Green New Deal” plans put it), and everything 
else that makes modern life possible for climate alarmists. 


tha 
Pushing the narrative: All over Madrid during the COP25 summit, taxpayer-funded signs with 
slogans such as “Time for Action” urged the public to submit to the UN’s climate agenda. 


turning the capital, Santiago, into a war 
zone, after the movement was hijacked 
by communists seeking revolution. Oops! 
Santiago was out, too. 

Nor were these latest backlashes to 
the effects of radical environmental poli- 
cies unique. Similarly explosive outrage 
— sparked by similar “green” policies 
— erupted in France when the “Yellow 
Vests” movement brought that nation to 
a halt not long after the UN “Paris Agree- 
ment” was adopted at the UN COP21. 
The grumpy UN officials and climate 
dignitaries we talked to did not see the 
humor or the irony in it all, either at the 
COP24 in Poland or at the COP25 in Ma- 
drid. At least they pretended not to. But 
the awkwardness stood in the conference 
like an eight-million pound gorilla in a 
leotard, giving us plenty of fodder for 
questions. “How will you impose these 
policies on the world if even the French 


people will not submit?” we asked, se- 
cretly grinning inside. 

Fortunately for the UN and its climate- 
industry hangers-on and cronies, Chile’s 
mother country, Spain, stepped in to host 
the embattled UN summit. Spain has been 
so engulfed in “greenness” that it already 
eviscerated its own economy with ridicu- 
lous, socialist “green” policies years ear- 
lier. Indeed, for every Spanish “green” job 
subsidized by taxpayers — one of several 
key “green” policies imposed on that na- 
tion — more than 2.2 productive jobs were 
destroyed, according to a major study by 
Economics Professor Dr. Gabriel Calzada 
at Juan Carlos University in Madrid. But 
at least in Spain, the pain had already be- 
come normal, so citizens were not out in 
the streets marching against alarmism- 
inspired policies during the summit. 

That’s not to say that the Spanish peo- 
ple are necessarily on board the green 
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machine, but they largely seem resigned 
to their fate. Taxi drivers we spoke to 
were overwhelmingly cynical about the 
direction their country has taken, and 
more than a few did not even believe in 
the man-made warming theory. One of 
them asked if child climate-change guru 
Saint Greta Thunberg of Sweden was 
going home on a bicycle. We all laughed, 
this reporter included. 

All of the sidesteps and missteps associ- 
ated with holding the climate summit in 
Spain provided an appropriate backdrop to 
the UN’s COP25 Climate Change Confer- 
ence because the conference itself was de- 
void of anything resembling pragmatism, 
executable environmental plans, or logic 
— instead focusing on feelings (especial- 
ly fear), fait accompli, false rhetoric, and 
phony political promises. In fact, the radi- 
calism and “thinking” at this UN confab 
— as with others that preceded it — would 
shock everyday Americans. After all, after 
having attended a number of these over the 
years, we know from firsthand observa- 
tion that the media presents a very sani- 
tized view of these conferences, intended 
to beguile the masses. 

The globalists and climate alarmists 
came there with grandiose ideas about 
finalizing the “rules” for their “global 
carbon market” (see page 19). They also 
promised to advance “global governance.” 


And they vowed to find new Western tax- 
payer loot to add to the Green Climate 
(Slush) Fund to pay off dictators who help 
keep their people in poverty in the unde- 
veloped world — all to save the “climate,” 
naturally. They put on a good show. But as 
chief climate villain (in the warmist move- 
ment’s eyes) Marc Morano of ClimateDe- 
pot.com told us, the alarmist establishment 
will have to wait until next year to advance 
its agenda in any significant way — if they 
are lucky! 


Brainwashed Climate 
Activists Seek Revolution 
As soon as we got off the metro at the 
UN “Climate” summit in Madrid, revo- 
lution was in the air. Literally. Shrieking 
protesters dressed like hippies and fools 
and furry animals, including “Queers for 
the Climate” (yes, really), were calling 
for “revolution.” Literally. “What do we 
want? Revolution!” hollered the clue- 
less climate activists shivering outside 
the conference. “When do we want it? 
Now!” Passersby, mostly lower-ranking 
delegates, media, and fellow activists who 
were not welcome at the “VVIP” (Very, 
Very Important Person) entrances, grinned 
or cheered them on. 

Throngs outside demanded an end to 
air travel, cars, “farting cows” (as U.S. 
Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’ 
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“Green New Deal” plans put it), and ev- 
erything else that makes modern life pos- 
sible for climate alarmists. No doubt the 
seemingly unhinged mob outside, largely 
composed of groups funded by govern- 
ments, were supposed to seem radical in 
order to make the proposals offered inside 
the conference appear saner to the outside 
world. 

Tax-funded signs were everywhere 
announcing new talking points to the 
25,000 assembled climate alarmists. No 
longer should it be referred to as “climate 
change.” The new term is “climate emer- 
gency” — all the better to scare us with. 
Dozens of giant billboards plastered from 
the metro station to the entrance of the 
UN COP25 summit bombarded passersby 
with lies: Antarctic ice is melting (it’s not), 
Miami is flooding from global warming 
(it’s not), and much more. All of it was 
supposed to add to the sense of urgency. 

Naturally, once inside, everyone was 
suddenly using the term “climate emer- 
gency,” or “climate crisis,” or “climate 
catastrophe,” or whatever scary term 
could be concocted to herald an imminent 
climate apocalypse. “Journalists” and the 
government delegates who were at the 
confab frantically seeking money and 
power all took their cue: “Climate emer- 
gency” it is. Many of those in attendance 
are old enough to remember dire claims 


Employing the “aw” factor: Children with 
no understanding of climate were used as 
props throughout the UN summit, with Greta 
Thunberg being the most notable example. 
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Fear, fear, and more fear: With global cooling, global warming, climate change, and other 
phrases failing to do the trick, UN-backed alarmists upped the ante this year, declaring a “climate 
emergency” instead. 


or 


uma 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ FEBRUARY 3, 2020 


Demanding totalitarianism: Legions of indoctrinated children attended the UN summit 
demanding “climate justice” and an end to capitalism and patriarchy. Their demands made others’ 


look reasonable by comparison. 


from the global-cooling days, and most 
should remember the global-warming 
claims that also turned out to be false (e.g., 
Al Gore’s warning that the Arctic ice cap 
would completely disappear as early as 
2013). But now, after decades of incorrect 
climate predictions (see page 35) and fail- 
ing to get global CO, taxes, new market- 
ing gimmicks were obviously needed. 

Also for the benefit of any mass media 
that happened to show up were claims 
of overwhelming support for the UN’s 
mission. Early on during COP25, cli- 
mate alarmists decided to hold a climate 
protest in downtown Madrid. Organiz- 
ers estimated that about 500,000 people 
attended the protest. By contrast, police 
said about 15,000 people attended. And 
even that might have been too generous. 
We traveled to the same spot in downtown 
Madrid the following weekend to check 
out what the area was like, and the streets 
were seemingly as packed as during the 
“climate” march. It seems the organizers 
chose a super-busy area, on a super-busy 
day, to host their climate march — be- 
cause it, like the conference as a whole, 
was all about appearances. 
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Listen to the Children! 

At Least Some of Them 

Instead of scientific arguments (the sci- 
ence is supposedly settled), throughout 
the summit, UN leaders and climate big- 
wigs declared that humanity must “listen 
to the children.” Apparently UN officials 
never read Proverbs 22:15, which explains 
that “foolishness is bound in the heart of 
a child.” Or maybe they have, and know 
that children are easier to fool. Alarmists 
made clear that “education” was the key to 
advancing their agenda, too. 

As to “listening to the children,” here, 
at least, UN officials and globalists, for 
the most part, followed their own advice: 
“Listen to the children” they did — at least 
to brainwashed children who spouted the 
party line. The UN rolled out the red car- 
pet for Swedish climate superstar Greta 
Thunberg, the world’s newest “saint,” 
who dutifully scolded the adults for alleg- 
edly stealing her future. UN officials cel- 
ebrated her “courage” for “speaking truth 
to power,” just as they did on an earlier oc- 
casion, when she angrily said at UN head- 
quarters in New York, “People are suffer- 
ing. People are dying. Entire ecosystems 


are collapsing. We are in the beginning 
of a mass extinction and all you can talk 
about is money and fairy tales of eternal 
economic growth. How dare you!” 

At the climate summit, Greta even got 
named Time magazine’s “Person of the 
Year’! Globalists were very pleased: Nei- 
ther Saint Greta nor her emotion-laden ti- 
rades can be questioned without the critic 
being accused of “attacking a child with 
Asperger’s syndrome!” You could almost 
hear warmists saying: “How dare you!” 

In fact, the only journalist in the world 
to ask Saint Greta some real questions 
— Rebel News reporter Keean Bexte of 
Canada, who asked where all the money 
to fund Greta’s adventures was coming 
from — was locked out of the UN con- 
fab, at the behest of the Trudeau regime 
in Canada. But this did not stop him from 
getting news immediately outside the con- 
fines of the conference itself. In Madrid, 
Bexte got footage of “climate contraband” 
in the parked Tesla Greta traveled in with 
her father and handlers — plastic bottles, 
plastic silverware, plastic bags, and much 
more. Children who were shown the video 
at the summit were horrified to learn that 
the trash belonged to their idol; some re- 
fused to believe it. Of course, they (and 
others) are not supposed to know the truth, 
which is why it is not surprising that Bexte 
and the rest of Rebel’s team were banned 
from the summit due to having asked a 
real question at an earlier UN summit. 

Along with Greta, there were hundreds 
of zealous children running all over the 
compound shrieking and scolding adults 
for not “doing enough” to save humanity 
from the changing climate. At a children’s 
press conference held on the last day of the 
conference, a Greta-inspired group called 
“Fridays for the Future” put a half dozen 
girls and an apparent transgender child on 
stage to publicly denounce the state of the 
world. I asked one of the children why no 
boys were allowed (except perhaps the 
apparent transgender child identifying 
as a girl), and she said it was to remedy 
historical gender oppression. All of the 
kids sported the “all-seeing eye” symbol 
on their hands and bibs, supposedly to 
warn “world leaders” that the children are 
“watching everything.” 

The symbolism reminded me of Al 
Gore’s ludicrous comments, quoted in 
the UN’s propaganda book Rescue Mis- 
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Early on during COP25, climate alarmists decided to hold a climate protest in downtown 
Madrid. Organizers estimated that about 500,000 people attended the protest. By 
contrast, police said about 15,000 people attended. 


sion Planet Earth: A Children’s Edition 
of Agenda 21, calling for a “worldwide 
monitoring system staffed by children 

.. designed to rescue the global environ- 
ment.” Mao and Hitler would have been 
so jealous. 

But the UN bigwigs were not interested 
in listening to all children and youth. In 
fact, YouTube star Naomi Seibt of Ger- 
many, a girl who describes herself as a 
“climate realist,” came to Madrid and 
would have been absolutely delighted to 
speak to UN dignitaries, the media, the 
activists — anyone, really — about the 
scientific realities of climate change and 
global warming. We at THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN interviewed her, and it was obvious 
that her grasp of climate science was far 
stronger than virtually any of the young- 
sters in the shrieking mob allowed to ram- 
page through the UN summit. 

“They are protesting so heavily,” the 
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19-year-old Naomi explained from a cafe 
across the street from the COP25. “Why 
don’t they ever question their ‘scientific 
facts’? They are so easy to debunk, actu- 
ally.” CO,, she explained, is a “tiny factor” 
compared to the sun and the clouds when 
it comes to climate. 

Of course, opinions in opposition to the 
party line were not allowed to be expressed 
in COP25, so Naomi — described by one 
leading alternative-media journalist as the 
“anti-Greta,” a term she is not comfortable 
with — was forced to stay outside in the 
cold while hundreds of young “climate 
activists” marched around inside the of- 
ficial venue providing cover for the UN’s 
power-grabs. 


Fridays for the Future: Exploiting 
Naive Children for Revolution 

On the other hand, though kids such 
as Naomi were verboten at the sum- 


Nature’s children: Indigenous peoples were 
a centerpiece at the climate summit because 
they are supposedly more one with nature than 
are other people, so they should be listened to. 


mit, climate-alarmist children could run 
amok with near impunity. One of Saint 
Greta’s disciples, a fellow Swedish girl 
named Vega Manson who was also with 
the group Fridays for the Future, was 
outraged that UN leaders briefly revoked 
badges of some of the more unruly cli- 
mate-justice children after they swarmed 
the stage at the plenary hall. However, 
she then admitted that the UN was actual- 
ly happy about the spectacle the kids had 
caused — again likely allowing it to take 
place for the benefit of any major media 
present: “The UNFCCC [UN Frame- 
work Convention on Climate Change] 
praised us for this unauthorized action, 
even though it was breaking so many 
rules,” said the girl, before calling UN’s 
decision to revoke their badges for a mo- 
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ment “racist, sexist, and xenophobic.” By 
contrast, climate realist Marc Morano of 
ClimateDepot.com was expelled merely 
for bringing in a life-size image of Trump 
and a paper-shredder, then shredding the 
Paris Agreement. Lord Monckton was 
banned for invading the plenary hall 
dressed as an Arab and ridiculing climate 
alarmism from an Arab delegation’s spot, 
something harmless compared with what 
the children did. 

Next the UN featured a Mexican girl 
who claimed to be from an “indigenous 
tribe” from some “mountain region” of 
Mexico, though she now has a (horror!) 
super-sized carbon footprint in her new 
home in New York City. Apparently 
being an “indigenous people” gives one 
bonus points in the UN’s hierarchy of 
child props. She demanded, among other 
things, more climate indoctrination at 
school: “We demand climate education 
now!” Why she asked the UN for this 
was not clear. 

Another key demand was that there 
should be no more energy extraction on 
indigenous land, saying oil and energy re- 
sources should be left in the ground. Dur- 
ing the Q&A session, I pointed out that 
some Canadians had recently told me that 
oil and the energy sector were the larg- 
est employers of indigenous peoples in 
Canada. Is there a conflict or dichotomy 


between keeping them poor and unem- 
ployed, and “saving” the environment? 
“Um....” several of them mumbled, glanc- 
ing at each other nervously. Finally, one of 
them had an idea: “That’s a question you 
should ask indigenous peoples!” It was not 
clear why the self-proclaimed indigenous 
Mexican girl who demanded no more en- 
ergy extraction on “indigenous lands” was 
not qualified to answer the question. 

Unfortunately for the girls on stage, 
their willingness to spout ignorant 
claims was then called out once again. 
During the Swedish girl’s speech she 
had claimed that the previously men- 
tioned “unauthorized action” committed 
by some of the children had been led by 
“indigenous peoples.” But during Q&A, 
a representative of the “indigenous peo- 
ples,” wearing face paint and a feathered 
headdress, stood up and challenged that 
assertion. “Don’t claim it was by indig- 
enous people when it wasn’t by indig- 
enous people,” he said, sternly. Boy, was 
that awkward. All the girls (and the trans- 
gender kid) on the panel were squirming, 
trying frantically to think of something 
to say. Finally the Swedish girl, Vega, 
sheepishly apologized, and claimed the 
group had received inaccurate informa- 
tion from some place. 

But the egg on their faces did not 
deter the children from making more ab- 
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Human shield: Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg, who has Asperger’s syndrome, was 
trotted out by the UN and its climate hangers-on because her autism and status as a child make it 


taboo for others to attack what she says. 
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surd claims later — lots of them. Later 
that same day, Friday the 13th, the “Fri- 
days for the Future” children held a pro- 
test that began inside and then headed 
out to the street. Shrieking children and 
“youth,” along with plenty of older peo- 
ple, screamed all sorts of Marxist talking 
points while putting their raised fists in 
the air — each one painted with an oc- 
cult-style eye on it. The “young people” 
chanted, among other things, “This is what 
a feminist looks like.” Occasionally, one 
would stand up and rant about the alleged 
evils of America, CO2, patriarchy, energy 
companies, markets, colonialism, “white 
privilege,” and more. 

Despite being in a city with more than 
six million people in the metro area, 
the protest consisted of only dozens of 
screaming] children screaming in front of 
a sailboat (ironically made of oil byprod- 
ucts) that was supposed to signify the dan- 
ger of sea-level rise. The nearby “electric 
car” parking lot was empty, a testimony as 
to just how “sincere” the climate alarm- 
ists are about driving electric vehicles. But 
the adoring “journalists” broadcasting the 
spectacle to the world made the protest 
look like an enormous march, carefully 
choosing camera angles to conceal well- 
spoken adults just outside the group of 
protesting children, giving them instruc- 
tions on what to do. Over and over again, 
the children shouted “anti-capitalist, 
anti-capitalist.” Then they began chant- 
ing “system change, not climate change.” 
When I asked them what they meant, 
every protester either told me to talk to 
an “authorized spokesperson” or said the 
goal was to dismantle what remains of the 
market system. 

One French girl who looked to be 
about 15 or 16 was crying her eyes out. 
We asked her for an interview, but she did 
not want to go on camera. When I asked 
her why she was crying, she responded in 
French, sobbing, “We’ve worked so hard 
to make this happen.” 

Others were far more aggressive. One 
foul-mouthed activist with a bullhorn 
shouted “F*** Trump! F*** capitalism! 
F*** colonialism! F*** America!” The 
attacks on America and capitalism were 
intense. Nobody stopped to mention that 
American capitalism is what unleashed 
the ingenuity that made the modern world 
possible — the air conditioning, the cars, 
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the telephones, Internet, air travel, smart- 
phones, and the abundance that made life 
so easy for the privileged, bratty-sounding 
kids screaming in the streets. After the 
kids’ protest, the streets were littered with 
mountains of plastic trash. 

On the last day of the summit, “Com- 
munismoEs Vida” (Communism Is Life) 
was trending on Twitter in Spain as indoc- 
trinated children on social media ranted 
against economic freedom. 


Adults, Pressure From 

Above, Almost as Nutty 

If someone had looked for an adult to rein 
in the ludicrous behavior, he would have 
looked in vain. Adults speaking at the sum- 
mit sounded similarly unhinged, which 
is probably one of the reasons why the 
American media chose to largely ignore 
the UN summit, lest the sleeping giant that 
is the American public wakes up. 

On display everywhere were hatred 
of America, Trump, and the Republican 
Party. On one of the most prominent 
platforms in the entire UN summit, for 
instance, radical population-control 
advocate Stuart Scott, with the group 


“Scientists Warning,” blasted the Unit- 
ed States as “the kleptocratic States of 
America.” 

Speaking of President Trump, he went 
even further. “This man is a threat to the 
planet, as is his corporate owned Repub- 
lican Party, who have been bought by the 
fossil-fuel industry and other polluting 
industries,” argued Scott, parroting the 
same message as the children only with 
slightly bigger words. “They have togeth- 
er done a huge disservice to humanity and 
all of life on Earth. They’ve done all this 
for the sake of money. Make no mistake: 
Trump has got a particular personality 
aberration.... The callousness of this man 
is astonishing and revolting.” Scott also 
blasted what he called Trump’s “amazing 
depravity.” 

For some reason, Scott then shared 
some teenage gossip he heard about 
Trump during his childhood. “I grew up 
a couple miles away from where Donald 
Trump grew up,” he said. “And the story 
in the hood — the neighborhood — was 
that he got kicked out of a couple schools 
locally, and so his parents put him in a mil- 
itary academy where they tolerated him as 
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A vegan cult led by it its s self- cacldied Snrene Master” is a regular staple at UN climate 
summits. But street protesters who want to eliminate meat from our diets (and in other ways 
force us to live a simpler lifestyle) are not nearly as dangerous as what scientists call the “climate 


cult” running the show. 
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long as his parents paid. And his initials 
became the acronym for serving detention 
at the military academy.” 

He also claimed that by getting the U.S. 
government out of the UN Paris agree- 
ment, Trump was “not trying to protect 
the American people, that’s very clear.” 
Scott also claimed the president had 
“somehow cheated, lied, hoodwinked 
the public into becoming president of 
the United States.” He even accused the 
GOP of rigging the election through “a 
lot of gerrymandering the districts to help 
make that possible.” 

Former Secretary of State John Kerry, 
an uber-wealthy former politician with a 
super-sized carbon footprint, also spoke 
from one of the most prominent stages at 
the UN summit, and declared that he was 
ashamed to be an American. “I assume 
the burden unfortunately of a country 
that is the largest naysayer of all,” he told 
throngs of adoring officials, journalists, 
and activists from around the world. “And 
I’m sorry for that. I regret it enormously. 
Only the United States of America has 
a head of government who calls climate 
change a Chinese hoax.” 

To top off his zany remarks, Kerry 
also took some time to lie, multiple 
times, about various issues ranging from 
the dangers of diesel particulate matter 
to the supposed “science” underpinning 
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the man-made-warming hypothesis. At 
one point, he claimed solar power, “now 
absolutely, under any standard by what- 
ever you measure, is cheaper than coal, 
no question about it.” If that were true, 
everybody would be using solar power, 
of course. But facts have never gotten 
in the way of the UN’s narrative, and 
COP25 would have been a bad place for 
that to begin. 


“Democracy,” Sans 

Conservatives or Truth 

Despite constant shrieking of “This is 
what democracy looks like” throughout 
the two-week summit, there was literally 
no representation for conservative Amer- 
icans or Republicans anywhere at the 
summit. Not a single conservative, pro- 
America speaker could be found among 
the 25,000 attendees at COP25, even 
though in America the number of people 
who consider themselves conservative is 
huge. Only a tiny handful of American 
patriots who reject the man-made global- 
warming hypothesis were even allowed 
in the conference, and none were given 
a platform to speak. Nobody wanted to 
comment on that. 

Yet not only did the UN’s invited speak- 
ers denigrate the United States and other 
countries that don’t bow to the “green” 
global agenda, powerful activists inside 
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to conference took their shots, too. The 
Climate Action Network (CAN), for ex- 
ample, repeatedly gave the U.S. govern- 
ment a mock “Fossil of the Day Award” 
for being the “best at being the worst.” 
Even Canadian government officials in 
the audience — supposedly representing 
one of America’s closest allies — cheered 
them on. 

In the spectacles, trophies were 
handed out to activists pretending to be 
Donald Trump, who would stand up and 
make America look evil, greedy, and ri- 
diculous. Apparently America was the 
“best at being the worst,” almost every 
day. There were many supposed reasons 
for America being the worst country 
in the world: not handing over enough 
money to the UN and its kleptocratic 
member states, not slashing CO, emis- 
sions quickly enough (even as U.S. 
emissions decline while other nations’ 
emissions rise), withdrawing from the 
Paris Agreement, sending delegates to 
represent U.S. in- 
terests despite being 
in the withdrawal 
process, and more. 
Apparently some 
CO, emissions — 
America’s — are 
worse than others’ 
emissions, those 
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Big guy, big lies: Former U.S. Secretary of 
State John Kerry was a prominent speaker 
at the UN climate summit, though the 
multimillionaire has a huge carbon footprint 
and simply parroted easily debunked 
falsehoods and attacks on America, saying 
solar energy could power the world. 


of China, which emits more CO, than 
America and Europe combined and yet 
is not asked to even consider curbing the 
growth in those emissions for at least 
another decade. 

A little digging on this Climate Ac- 
tion Network, which includes hundreds 
of powerful member groups, revealed 
a great deal. CAN’s largest donor has 
been the Sea Change Foundation, which 
according to investigations by the U.S. 
Congress has been receiving money from 
the Kremlin via a shadowy shell corpo- 
ration in Bermuda called “Klein Ltd.” 
U.S. lawmakers said the Russian govern- 
ment’s goal was to boost its government- 
controlled energy sector, which produces 
about 50 percent of its exports, at the ex- 
pense of the West. We tried to find out 
what was going on. When we asked the 
Russians, a guy came out and laughed 
maniacally. When we asked CAN, they 
had no comment and said this was not 
the time or place to talk about it. You can 
watch the whole video on YouTube. The 
Rockefeller oil dynasty, meanwhile, has 
also been among the most significant fi- 
nanciers of the “climate” movement, 
according to a report by the Energy and 
Environment Legal Institute. 

The extremism that was so ubiquitous 
at the UN climate summit would have 
shocked Americans to the core — even 
many liberals and Democrats would have 
been appalled. And that is almost certain- 
ly why the press in the United States, in- 
cluding the liberal establishment media, 
decided to ignore or downplay it. It will 
be up to everyday Americans to spread 
the word. 
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Global-warming alarmists 
are open about their plans 
to institute population 
controls and other 
restrictions via global 
socialist government. 


by Alex Newman 


ADRID — As has been the 
case for years in the American 
media, President Donald Trump 


was constantly and viciously demonized 
by global-warming alarmists at the United 
Nations “climate” summit in Spain. Lead- 
ing UN speakers painted him as a danger- 
ous authoritarian kleptocrat, a criminal 
of the highest order, and a danger to all 
of humanity. More than a few extremists 
have even compared Trump to a “Nazi,” 
with the phrase “Trump is literally Hitler” 
becoming something of a meme. 

But what makes Trump “literally Hit- 
ler”? The German national socialist was 
able to exercise totalitarian control — 
and kill millions — by building consoli- 
dating governmental powers, supposedly 
for the benefit of Germany. Ironically, it 
is the climate alarmists, not Trump, who 
want to amass power on a global scale, 
in the name of saving the planet. Yet, 
if they are able to impose their global 
socialist agenda on the peoples of the 
world, the consequences would be dev- 
astating to humankind. Former senior 
NASA climatologist Dr. Roy Spencer, 
now a principal research scientist at the 
University of Alabama in Huntsville and 
the U.S. Science Team leader for the Ad- 
vanced Microwave Scanning Radiometer 
on NASA’s Aqua satellite, has called the 
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Different place, same song: UN boss Anténio Guterres, former leader of the Socialist 
International, peddled global governance, socialism, and world carbon taxes to supposedly save 
the climate. 


alarmists out on this, referring to them as 
“global-warming Nazis.” 

One of the reasons for taking off the 
gloves, Dr. Spencer said in 2014 was be- 
cause the warmists are absolutely ruthless 
in demonizing skeptics. Among other tac- 
tics, the alarmists regularly refer to those 
who disagree with them as “deniers,” a 
not-so-subtle attempt to link “climate de- 
nial” with the more odious charge of “Ho- 
locaust denial.” But according to Spencer 
and many other experts, the “radical poli- 
cies” being advanced by warmists would 
kill millions of people if implemented. 
The poor, already living on the edge, are 
especially at risk, he explained. 

“Like the Nazis, they advocate the su- 
preme authority of the state (fascism), 
which in turn supports their scientific re- 
search to support their cause (in the 1930s, 
it was superiority of the white race),” wrote 
Dr. Spencer in his blistering critique of the 
“extremists” leading the man-made-warm- 
ing cabal. “Like the Nazis, they are anti- 
capitalist. They are willing to sacrifice mil- 


lions of lives of poor people at the altar of 
radical environmentalism, advocating ex- 
pensive energy policies that increase pov- 
erty. And if there is a historically demon- 
strable threat to humanity, it is poverty.” 
When asked whether he might be going 
a bit too far by calling the man-made- 
warming fanatics “Nazis,” Spencer did not 
equivocate. “Considering the fact that these 
people are supporting policies that will kill 
far more people than the Nazis ever did — 
all in the name of what they consider to be 
a righteous cause — I think it is very ap- 
propriate,” he explained in follow-up com- 
ments addressing questions and criticisms. 
“Again, I didn’t start the name-calling.” 
As Spencer and others have alluded, 
the socialists and communists running the 
UN’s “climate” antics today still have much 
in common, ideologically, with their fascist 
cousins among the now-defeated National 
Socialists. The Nazis, fascists, and commu- 
nists all believed in empowering the state, 
as do the enviro-socialists of today. 
Ironically, in the run-up to the UN’s 
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“COP25” climate summit, the European 
Parliament declared a “climate emergency” 
that to some sounded eerily similar to Nazi 
propaganda. During the debate on a wheth- 
er or not to officially declare this “emer- 
gency,” German members of the European 
Parliament expressed deep unease over the 
terminology because the German term for 
“emergency,” der Notstand, is associated 
with a Nazi law adopted by Adolf Hitler’s 
National Socialist party to consolidate 
power. National or international “emergen- 
cies” can be used as a pretext for taking 
extraordinary measures to amass power, 
whether in Hitler’s day or today. 

When Adolf Hitler was named Time mag- 
azine’s “Man of the Year” in 1938, he was 
not widely recognized as a future totali- 
tarian. Greta Thunberg, who just became 
Time s “Person of the Year” in 2019, is cer- 
tainly no Hitler; she is a beguiled teenager. 
Yet she is being used as a prop by the alarm- 
ists she recently joined in Madrid who are 
advancing policies that would have been 
in line with Hitler’s views on the role of 
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government. In fact, even the alleged need 
to reduce the number of Africans, Asians, 
and other Third World populations featured 
prominently. To some extent, this even in- 
cludes Hitler’s racial quackery. Incredible? 
Consider the fanatical zeal with which lead- 
ing UN speakers openly demanded popula- 
tion reduction. 


Population Control 

Throughout the UN summit, one of the 
most commonly heard refrains was the 
demand for government-backed popula- 
tion control and even depopulation. While 
there was broad consensus on the sup- 
posed need to reduce the number of people 
on the planet, advocates were divided on 
what peoples and groups should be targeted 
most heavily. One key speaker at the UN 
summit said “white men,” and especially 
Americans and Swedes, for instance, must 
stop having babies. But he was an outlier. 
An exhibitor promoting “sustainable devel- 
opment,” meanwhile, argued that Africans 
and Asians ought to be the key target of 


Poster child: The mainstream media is so devoted to the cause of global alarmism that Time 
magazine made Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg its “Person of the Year.” 
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the depopulation. Others think “all of the 
above” would be a better approach. 

What means should be used to reduce 
the number of CO,-emitting people was 
also a subject of debate. Some activists 
and speakers promoted propaganda, in- 
doctrination, tax-funded contraception, 
abortion, ubiquitous birth-control avail- 
ability, and even coercive population- 
reduction measures. Others suggested 
that even more drastic means would be 
needed to deal with the “emergency.” One 
UN speaker went even further at an earlier 
2019 UN summit, suggesting that actually 
“killing” people could be on the table. Talk 
about “global-warming Nazis!” 

Rather than targeting Western nations 
— virtually all of which already have 
birth rates at less than replacement levels, 
with populations in steep decline — many 
in Madrid for COP25 proposed target- 
ing Third World populations. Alejandro 
Moran Rodriguez, for example, was man- 
ning a UN booth at the event promoting 
the UN Agenda 2030’s controversial “Sus- 
tainable Development Goals” (SDGs). He 
told Rebel News that countries in Africa 
and in Asia should be high on the list for 
population control, because they do not 
have “that culture,” without elaborating. 
And so, governments must “manage their 
population,” he said, calling for UN en- 
forcement of contraception. 

Another UN speaker also veered into 
the highly controversial and sensitive area. 
Self-described “Eco-Social Strategist” 
Stuart Scott, with the group Scientists 
Warning, who gave almost a dozen talks 
and press conferences throughout COP25, 
spoke on topics such as “Too Many of Us.” 
“Tt is undeniable that humanity’s footprint 
is the number of us times the consump- 
tion,” he said, adding that concerns over 
upsetting “religious people” were holding 
back necessary discussions on how to limit 
the number of human beings on the planet. 
The Christian Bible, for example, calls on 
people to “be fruitful and multiply.” 

But Scott does not think being fruit- 


In his blistering critique of the “extremists” leading the man-made-warming cabal, 
Dr. Soencer wrote: “Like the Nazis, they are anti-capitalist. They are willing to sacrifice 
millions of lives of poor people at the altar of radical environmentalism, advocating 
expensive energy policies that increase poverty." 
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Center of the “green” storm: President Trump, who referred to the man-made warming 
hypothesis as a “hoax,” announced a U.S. withdrawal from the UN Paris Agreement, infuriating 


global-warming alarmists. 


ful and multiplying is a good idea at 
all. Pointing to “Project Drawdown,” a 
popular plan for stopping global warm- 
ing, Scott declared in an interview with 
THE NEW AMERICAN that “educating fe- 
males” (read: indoctrination) and mak- 
ing tax-funded “family planning” (read: 
abortion and contraception) available to 
them would be among the top three ways 
to reduce CO, emissions if combined into 
one package. Asked about whether the 
UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the UN 
agency tasked with population control, 
was doing an adequate job, he responded: 
“T can’t comment on that because I’m not 
well enough informed.” 

UNFPA is certainly contributing to 
population reduction, though perhaps 
not to the extent some coercive utopians 
would like. According to congressional 
testimony, the UNFPA and Planned Par- 
enthood have worked with the brutal re- 
gime in Beijing on perpetrating forced 
abortions to enforce the infamous one- 
child (now two-child) policy. Of course, 
Communist China’s coercive population- 
control regime literally includes kidnap- 
ping pregnant women and killing their 
pre-born children. When asked if the re- 
gime had gone too far in its efforts, Scott 
did not say, only celebrating the fact that 
since the one-child limit was increased, 
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Chinese women did not start having 
more children. 

This zealotry for reducing the number 
of people on the planet has become a com- 
mon theme at UN gatherings. Earlier in 
2019, at the 68th UN Civil Society Con- 
ference in Salt Lake City, Utah, one speak- 
er went further than most would dare to in 
public. After speaking on a panel with UN 
Assistant Secretary-General Satya Tripa- 
thi, Global Initiative for Food Security and 
Ecosystem Preservation (GIFSEP) Execu- 
tive Director David Michael Terungwa 
dropped a bombshell. “We can’t kill them 
all,” he said, twice, laughing. THE NEw 
AMERICAN even got it on video. 

A year earlier, at COP24 in Poland, Al 
Gore trumpeted the theme. Among the so- 
lutions to the supposed “climate crisis,” 
Gore touted more and stricter population- 
control policies by government. Perhaps 
oblivious to the ghoulishness of his words, 
Gore praised the population-control re- 
gime operated by the government of India, 
which has been widely condemned as abu- 
sive and coercive for forcing sterilization 
on enormous numbers of people. Showing 
a graph of China’s population, he also cel- 
ebrated the results of the mass-murdering 
dictatorship’s savage policies. 

When Gore showed a graph of Afri- 
ca’s population trends, he suggested that 
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Africans were still having far too many 
babies for planet Earth to sustain in the 
face of a supposed “climate crisis.” He 
therefore demanded, among other tactics, 
that contraception be made “ubiquitously 
available” all over the world. The goal: 
Reduce the number of children, and espe- 
cially Africans. 

Not all the UN’s leading luminaries 
were as obsessed with reducing the num- 
ber of people with more melanin content. 
One of the major speakers at the UN 
summit, Oscar-winning director Michael 
Wadleigh of Woodstock fame, thought that 
while reducing all peoples would be good, 
eliminating whites should be a higher pri- 
ority. “Don’t have children — and I’m 
looking at you, white man,” he told THE 
New AMERICAN on video, echoing com- 
ments he expressed in high-profile official 
speeches at the summit from the same 
stage John Kerry spoke from. “If you were 
into population control or population re- 
duction, which is a good idea worldwide, 
you should go to Sweden, because if your 
efforts resulted in one less baby in Swe- 
den, that would be equal to your efforts 
to go to Africa and reduce populations by 
46 percent, sorry, by 46 people in Africa.” 

Prominent population-control advo- 
cates such as neo-Malthusian Paul Ehrlich 
of Population Bomb fame and Obama’s 
“Science Czar” John Holdren have offered 
radical ideas. In their 1977 book EcoSci- 
ence, the duo — who at the time were 
peddling “global cooling” alarmism — 
discussed mandatory abortions and adding 
“sterilizing agents” to the water supply as 
potential tools for bringing population lev- 
els down. When asked if those ideas might 
be going too far, Wadleigh smiled and re- 
sponded: “You haven’t heard me talk yet!” 

The UN speaker, a fan of communism, 
did not elaborate on how much further he 
would be willing to go to reduce human 
numbers, before going on to speak about 
what he sees as over-consumption. “We 
can no longer do this voluntarily,” said 
Wadleigh in reference to reducing the sup- 
posed footprint of humanity on the planet, 
pining for a global government that he said 
did not yet exist. “Make it a law, not a vol- 
untary action.” 

Not surprisingly, none of the population- 
control zealots demanding fewer humans 
are willing to lead by example — a fact 
pointed out by more than a few cynics! 
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Exploiting Climate to Advance Socialism 
The amount of control the UN seeks over 
every aspect of human activity might 
equal Hitler’s totalitarian reach. The UN, 
led by international socialists such as An- 
tonio Guterres, who ran the powerful So- 
cialist International alliance of communist 
and socialist parties before taking over the 
UN, made clear that he desired vast new 
powers to deal with the supposed “climate 
emergency.” So did many of the govern- 
ments at the forefront of pushing the nar- 
rative. Western governments want more 
control over citizens, too. Third World dic- 
tators want more Western money. And the 
globalist elite want to centralize power at 
the global level. It’s a win-win for every- 
one — except everyday people, of course, 
who will be the victims and financiers of 
these dangerous schemes. 

Officially, the primary subject of the 
negotiations at COP25 was the UN’s 
“carbon markets,” basically a scheme 
to extort money out of humanity for its 


emissions of what scientists in the field 
call “the gas of life.” But of course, 
human emissions of CO, make up a frac- 
tion of one percent of all the “greenhouse 
gases” in the atmosphere. 

The real goals of the UN summit in- 
cluded moving the ball forward on global 
taxes and regulations covering “carbon 
emissions,” something that is at the top of 
the globalist wish list. More “global gov- 
ernance,” as globalists refer to the emerg- 
ing global regime, was another goal. Glob- 
al wealth redistribution to grease the skids 
will be essential, too. In short, the ultimate 
goal is a lot less money and freedom for 
you, and a lot more money and power for 
tulers of the looming technocratic “new 
world order.” No doubt the Nazis would 
have loved such global power. 

The mask is increasingly dropping, 
too. Prominent professor of international 
relations Ole Weever at the University of 
Copenhagen, for instance, suggested pub- 
licly in the run-up to COP25 that the UN 


“Green” means less brown: Multiple 

leading figures at the UN summit promoted 
population control, with many having a special 
Zeal to reduce the number of Africans. 


Security Council could decide that “cli- 
mate change” is a “threat to international 
peace and security.” Such a declaration, 
he argued, would allow the UN to send in 
blue-helmeted UN “peacekeeping” troops 
to enforce its “climate” mandates at the 
barrel of a UN gun. 


Globalism, Socialism, Planetary 
Taxes, Green New Deal 

Sounding like a prophet of doom crossed 
with a used car salesman trying to unload 
a lemon, UN chief Guterres ratcheted up 
the pressure in a series of high-profile 
speeches throughout the summit. Among 
other hysteria, he told governments that 
unless they increase the “ambition” of 
the policies they are imposing, “we are 
doomed.” In UN climate-speak, “ambi- 
tion” refers to how much pain govern- 
ments are willing to impose on their 


Alejandro Moran Rodriguez was manning a UN booth at the event promoting the UN 
Agenda 2030's controversial “Sustainable Development Goals” (SDGs). He told Rebel 
News that countries in Africa and in Asia should be high on the list for population control, 
because they do not have “that culture.” 
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subjects in terms of lost liberty, lost pros- 
perity, lost sovereignty, and so on. 

So what sort of policies could help hu- 
manity avoid certain doom? Guterres has 
plenty of ideas. For instance, he told the 
UN summit that “taxation” of “carbon” — 
he means carbon dioxide, of course, which 
is totally different from carbon — would 
allow the UN to “tax pollution.” In the 
real world, CO, is actually an essential, 
odorless, colorless gas that is exhaled by 
every human being and is used by plants 
for photosynthesis. Not only is it not “pol- 
lution,” it is crucial to all life on Earth, and 
having much more of it in the atmosphere 
would be beneficial, multiple scientists 
have told THE NEW AMERICAN at climate 
conferences over the years. 

Beyond just “carbon taxes,” Guterres 
called for a total restructuring of the econ- 
omy — and everything else. “To address 
the climate emergency, we need a rapid and 
deep change in how we do business, how 
we generate power, how we build cities, 
how we move and how we feed the world,” 
he claimed. “If we don’t urgently change 
our way of life, we jeopardize life itself.” 
UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) chief Patricia Espinosa, 
meanwhile, claimed that what was needed 
was “deep transformation throughout soci- 
ety that will save humanity’s future.” 

All of this transformation will make 
the economy “green,” Guterres said. “The 
green economy is the economy of the fu- 
ture and we need to make way for it night 
now,” the socialist UN boss told attend- 
ees, adding that failure to “tackle global 
heating is a sure-fire recipe for economic 
disaster.” As THE NEW AMERICAN has 
documented extensively, the “green econ- 
omy” is really just a “red” (communist or 
socialist) economy. That is why many crit- 
ics use the term “watermelon” to describe 
environmentalists who are “green on the 
outside, red on the inside.” 

Guterres also demanded that “devel- 
oped nations,” meaning taxpayers in coun- 
tries such as America, “fulfill their pledge 
under the Paris Agreement to mobilize at 
least $100 billion dollars a year for mitiga- 
tion and adaptation in developing nations.” 
Of course, that $100 billion for the Green 
Climate (Slush) Fund will be critical. With- 
out it, Third World dictators may not will- 
ingly line up behind the plan that will keep 
their people in poverty in perpetuity. Under 
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Obama, WikiLeaks cables exposed, U.S. 
diplomats were promising all sorts of tax- 
payer-funded loot to tyrants who joined the 
climate bandwagon. But with Trump tak- 
ing the American money off the table, the 
negotiations were much tougher this year. 
Other top UN leaders were making 
similar noises about building an unstop- 
pable global government with the power 
to impose its regulations on once-sover- 
eign nation-states. Spanish Minister for 
the Ecological Transition Teresa Ribera, 
who played a key role organizing and 
running COP25, boasted that the “global 
governance framework” was already in 
place, and that “education” would now be 
the key to moving it forward. The “global 
governance framework” she was referring 
to is the UN Paris Agreement, approved 
by Obama, and the “Rulebook” to imple- 
ment it adopted at the 2018 UN climate 
summit in Poland. “The important thing 
in this new phase is to activate action by 
all levels of government and by all social 
and economic stakeholders,” Ribera said. 
Despite the fact that the Trump adminis- 
tration is in the process of withdrawing U.S. 
participation, Ribera was clear that “every- 
one, including governments, regions, cities, 
and social and economic agents,” must be 
aligned with the embattled UN Paris Agree- 


ment. “We cannot delay climate action any 
longer,” she added. “This is what societies 
are demanding.... There is no turning back. 
Governments must continue with the mul- 
tilateral agenda to fight climate change: It 
is their responsibility to present and future 
generations, despite the temptations of 
some stakeholders to slow down this un- 
stoppable process.” 

She touted a Spanish “Green New Deal” 
as a potential model for the planet. And be- 
fore the UN summit in Madrid was even 
under way, UN agencies were pushing the 
notion of a “Global Green New Deal,” too. 
UN Conference on Trade and Develop- 
ment (UNCTAD) boss Mukhisa Kituyi, 
for example, said: “Meeting the financing 
demands of the Agenda 2030 requires re- 
building multilateralism around the idea 
of a Global Green New Deal.” Such a 
deal would rapidly expand the powers of 
“global governance” institutions while 
reorganizing human society around UN 
goals, including wealth redistribution and 
government control over economic activity. 


Actual Outcome, 

and American Involvement 

Despite going two days’ overtime, the 
main outcome desired by globalists at the 
UN summit, a finalization of the rules on 
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Step one, stop having kids: Oscar-winning documentary maker and UN speaker Michael 
Wadleigh said population reduction was needed everywhere, but especially in Western nations. 
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global “carbon markets,” was left unreal- 
ized. This scheme, outlined in Article 6 of 
the Paris Agreement, is supposed to put a 
“price” on emissions of CO,, forcing emit- 
ters of the essential gas to pay money while 
allowing “trading” of these permits to take 
place in a global “market” controlled by 
the UN. Basically, it is a scam to tax the 
air humans breathe — and everything else 
— while making the bankers and special 
interests behind the system filthy rich. 

That effort failed. Even watered-down 
efforts proposed by authorities from Aus- 
tralia and Brazil failed. “We were on the 
verge” of being able to create rules for 
the “global carbon markets,” moaned 
Chilean Environment Minister Carolina 
Schmidt, who led COP25 despite it being 
held in Spain. She claimed to be “sad” 
that no deal was reached. However, gov- 
ernments and dictators agreed to pick it 
up again at the 2020 UN climate summit 
in Glasgow, Scotland, to create “markets” 
that will be “robust and environmentally 
sustainable.” 

Another key item on the wish list, the 
“loss and damage” scheme, also went down 
in flames. Under the plan, taxpayers in “de- 
veloped” nations were supposed to send cli- 
mate reparations to Third World regimes to 
“compensate” them for bad weather, fires, 


and other natural phenomena. Aside from 
vague platitudes, it does not appear that the 
UN was able to extract concessions on ex- 
torting any new sums of money from West- 
ern citizens. There was also no significant 
progress in getting Western governments 
to further handicap their economies with 
further cuts to CO, emissions allowed by 
citizens and companies. Even efforts to get 
governments to pledge “increased ambi- 
tion” in 2020 largely failed. 

The UN did agree on a “gender action 
plan” promising to “strengthen the inte- 
gration of gender considerations within 
the work of the UNFCCC constituted bod- 
ies, the secretariat of the United Nations 
and stakeholders towards the consistent 
implementation of gender-related man- 
dates and activities.” 

Climate realist leaders at COP25 ex- 
plained why the UN failed to make much 
progress. “Why is the UN having a hard 
time advancing the global-warming ball?” 
asked Craig Rucker, president of the free 
market-oriented environmental group 
known as Committee for a Constructive 
Tomorrow (CFACT). “One name — Don- 
ald J. Trump and his plans to pull America 
out of the Paris Climate Accord. It’s no fun 
making spending plans when you can’t 
leach off the world’s biggest economy.” 
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Not leading by example: Democratic presidential candidate Michael Bloomberg, who preaches 


global-warming alarmism, is an apologist for communist slavery who owns multiple planes, 
mansions, helicopters, and yachts. He wants to regulate every aspect of your life. 
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“What is actually happening at this 
year’s UN climate talks is a wait-and-see 
game geared toward next November’s 
American election,” he continued. “After 
watching Britain give the Tory party its 
biggest victory since Thatcher during the 
talks, and moves now afoot to pull Britain 
out of the EU once and for all, government 
by global bureaucracy is under threat. The 
UN is plenty scared.” 

Still, despite Trump, the U.S. govern- 
ment was well represented at the summit, 
with more than 50 bureaucrats coming 
from various Cabinet-level departments. 
In comments to THE NEW AMERICAN, a 
State Department spokesman said they 
were there “representing U.S. interests” 
since the U.S. government is technically 
still a party to the (unconstitutional and 
unratified) Paris Agreement. Depending 
on whom one talked to though, it was not 
clear whether the U.S. delegation was ad- 
vancing or slowing down “progress” on 
the UN’s controversial “climate” agenda. 

“The United States is proud of its record 
as a world leader in reducing emissions, 
driving economic growth, and fostering 
resilience at home and abroad,” the State 
Department spokesman told THE NEw 
AMERICAN. “The United States will con- 
tinue to be a leader in assisting our part- 
ners to reduce emissions, protect natural 
resources, increase resilience, and respond 
to natural disasters.” With Trump calling 
the warming hypothesis a “hoax,” it was 
not clear why his officials were continuing 
to perpetuate the narrative that CO, emis- 
sions must be reduced — a narrative that 
leading climate realist Marc Morano said 
must be countered if realists are going to 
win this battle over the long term. 

Publicly, officials said America is leav- 
ing but will remain involved. “The United 
States continues to lead on clean, afford- 
able, and secure energy while reducing 
all types of emissions — including green- 
house gases — over the last 15 years,” 
said U.S. Ambassador Marcia Bernicat, 
who headed the U.S. delegation, during 
the American team’s allotted three min- 
utes on the main stage. “We remain fully 
committed to working with you, our glob- 
al partners, to enhance resilience, mitigate 
the impacts of climate change, and pre- 
pare for and respond to natural disasters.” 

Outside the federal executive branch, 
however, the Democratic Party was furi- 
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Where the American Left would go: House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and about a dozen other 
Democrats went to the UN climate summit to tell the gathering that America is “still in,” and that 
“Congress’ commitment to take action on the climate crisis is ironclad.” In reality the U.S. Senate 
never ratified the Paris Agreement, and Trump says we’re getting out. 


ously trying to convince everyone that the 
United States will remain involved in ad- 
vancing the UN’s climate agenda, including 
the Paris Agreement, as soon as Trump is 
no longer president — all while trying to 
outdo each other at home with wild “cli- 
mate” policies such as the Green New Deal. 
To that end, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
and a team of about a dozen Democrats in 
Congress flew thousands of miles to Ma- 
drid in an attempt to deceive foreign gov- 
ernments. One of the big announcements 
was that congressional Democrats were 
working on a “climate action plan” that 
would be an “extraordinary opportunity.” 

“We came here to say we’re still in,” 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi declared at 
the UN summit, contradicting the Trump 
administration’s announcement that the 
United States was officially leaving. “Our 
delegation is here to send a message that 
Congress’s commitment to take action 
on the climate crisis is iron-clad.” Pelosi 
claimed climate change was “the existen- 
tial threat of our time,” and so she came 
to COP25 to “reaffirm the commitment of 
the American people to combating the cli- 
mate crisis.” At the end of their 30-minute 
press conference, some of the Democrats 
even shouted: “We’re still in!” 

Among those who traveled with Pelosi 
was U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D- 
R.I.), who wanted federal authorities to 
prosecute those who reject the man-made 
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global-warming hypothesis using anti- 
Mafia statutes. Talk about “global-warm- 
ing Nazis!” Whitehouse initially said he 
was not planning to attend, citing a busy 
schedule and lack of interest in Congress. 
However, with a House delegation going, 
he changed his mind, allowing Pelosi to 
claim she led a “bicameral” delegation to 
the conference. Whitehouse also claimed 
having the dozen Democrats there — less 
than three percent of Congress — “signals 
the broad consensus of the United States 
of America in favor of climate action.” 
Despite all the hot air about “broad” 
and “iron-clad” support in Congress and 
among the American people, the reality is 
quite different. In fact, it was major news 
when one freshman Republican senator 
— ironically one who is heavily funded 
by Exxon and other major oil interests 
— launched the “bipartisan” “Climate 
Solutions Caucus.” A handful of other 
congressional RINOs (Republicans in 
Name Only) have defected to alarmism, 
but nothing close to a “broad consensus” 
as claimed by Democrats in Madrid. 
Other Democrats who were at COP25 
went even further than Pelosi, making 
outlandish statements that reveal the ulti- 
mate agenda of the “climate” madness is 
to topple capitalism and replace it with the 
socialist system supported by communists 
and Nazis. Speaking on a panel called 
“Subnational strategies in North America 
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for meeting Paris Commitments,” Wiscon- 
sin Lieutenant Governor Mandela Barnes 
called on the world to “stymie capitalism.” 
All of the other U.S. and Canadian officials 
were similarly left-wing extremists. 

Back in the United States, Democratic 
lawmakers and presidential candidates 
outlined all sorts of policies to deal with 
“climate.” Virginia House Delegate Ibra- 
heem Samirah introduced legislation 
overriding local zoning to allow “multi- 
family housing” everywhere, which fits 
nicely with the UN’s goal of undermin- 
ing single-family homes and “sprawl” by 
packing everyone into high-density urban 
areas. Other cities such as Minneapolis, 
Seattle, and Austin have advanced similar 
schemes, as has the state of Oregon. The 
reason is that “suburban” housing is sup- 
posedly racist and bad for the climate. 

Democratic presidential candidates Ber- 
nie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren, mean- 
while, vowed to ban fracking if elected. 
Analysts said such a scheme would cause 
energy bills to more than quadruple while 
killing almost 20 million high-paying jobs, 
shaving more than $7 trillion off U.S. GDP 
by 2025. Similarly, Joe Biden said he was 
willing to sacrifice hundreds of thousands 
of high-paying blue-collar jobs in oil and 
gas to fight “climate change.” 

With all this lunacy on display, it is no 
surprise that the American establishment 
media was largely missing in action from 
COP25, or offering a distorted picture. 
In fact, if Americans realized the sorts of 
unhinged policies and kooky ideas being 
peddled at the UN summit, even Democrats 
and liberals would likely get cold feet — 
especially when they realize that China, the 
world’s largest CO, emitter by far, prom- 
ised to keep increasing its own emissions 
for at least another decade or more. 

For now, with Trump in office, America 
may be safe from the “global-warming 
Nazis.” But once he is gone — whether 
that be in one year, or five — the global- 
ist establishment and its global-warming 
Nazi shock troops fully intend to exploit 
this man-made global-warming bandwag- 
on to undermine faith, family, and free- 
dom, worldwide. To preserve liberty and 
prosperity, it is essential that Americans 
get active and informed. It may sound cli- 
ché considering the hysteria surrounding 
warming alarmism, but there really is no 
time to spare! Hi 
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LABEL-LYNCHING MATT SHEA 


Mimicking the attacks on President Trump, ultra-left Democrats and 
their Fake News allies have unleashed a massive campaign smearing 
Washington State Representative Matt Shea as a “domestic terrorist.” 


by William F. Jasper 


tion year that saw 

Barack Obama win the 
White House, voters in the 
Fourth Legislative Dis- 
trict of Washington State 
sent Matt Shea to Olympia 
to represent them in the 
Washington State House 
of Representatives. Rep- 
resentative Shea, an Army 
combat veteran, consti- 
tutional attorney, and 
unapologetic Christian, 
quickly demonstrated his 
leadership abilities and, in 
2009, was deemed “Rook- 
ie Legislator of the Year” 
in the annual “Cappy 
Awards” bestowed by 
the Daily Herald of Ever- 
ett, Washington. 

“He brings clarity of 
conservative principles to 
the caucus, a voice for the 
common man in floor de- 
bate and a spark of energy 
for the party in 2010,” the Daily Her- 
ald’s Jerry Cornfield wrote in the Cappy 
Award profile. Shea also established his 
bona fides as a stalwart, effective, outspo- 
ken champion for the pro-life, pro-family, 
pro-traditional marriage, pro-gun, pro- 
property rights, pro-freedom, anti-tax, 
anti-Big Government movements, all of 
which were looking for leadership against 
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the onslaught of oppressive laws, poli- 
cies, and regulations emanating from the 
extreme-left state overlords in Olympia. 
Matt Shea’s fearless and unwavering 
stands on these and related issues earned 
him accolades, endorsements, and enthu- 
siastic support from local, state, and na- 
tional organizations: Human Life PAC, 
Citizens’ Alliance for Property Rights, As- 
sociation of Washington Business, Nation- 
al Federation of Independent Businesses, 
National Rifle Association, Gun Owners 


of America, Washington 
Association of Police and 
Sheriffs, Building Indus- 
try Association of Wash- 
ington, Washington Farm 
Bureau, Washington Food 
Industry Association, and 
Washington Hospitality 
Association, among oth- 
ers. The Washington Con- 
servative Union gave him 
the “most conservative” 
lifetime rating of Wash- 
ington legislators. 

Not surprisingly, 
organizations at the left 
end of the political spec- 
trum view Representa- 
tive Shea from a totally 
different perspective. 
Rather than a champion, 
they seem to view him as 
the devil incarnate. The 
pro-abortion fanatics 
at Planned Parenthood 
and NARAL (National 
Abortion Rights Ac- 
tion League) Pro-Choice 
Washington, for instance, 
see him as an implacable foe in Olympia. 
He received a “Grade F” and “0 percent” 
rating from NARAL Pro-Choice Wash- 
ington. The bosses for the government 
workers unions, the Washington Federa- 
tion of State Employees and the Wash- 
ington State Labor Council, AFL-CIO, 
gave Shea ratings of 0 percent and 16 
percent, respectively. Kieran Suckling, 
director of the Center for Biological Di- 
versity, one of the most extreme “envi- 
ronmental” groups, says of Shea: “He’s 
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a textbook example of how racism, sex- 
ism, homophobia, religious intolerance, 
animal abuse, and anti-environmentalism 
go hand in hand. Shea should resign or 
be impeached immediately. His para- 
noid self-dealing authoritarianism has no 
place in American democracy. 

As might be expected, the profes- 
sional smear artists at the ultra-left-wing 
Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) 
have been label-lynching Shea almost 
from the very beginning of his legisla- 
tive career, singling him out for hate 
treatment in more than two dozen reports 
over the years. The SPLC and its media 
allies have tried to hang him with the 
usual labels that they reflexively affix to 
conservatives: racist, anti-Semite, anti- 
government, homophobe, Islamophobe, 
white nationalist, white supremacist, 
neo-Nazi, fascist, etc. As his influence in 
the state legislature and the conservative- 
constitutionalist movement has grown, 
the smears against him have grown more 
vicious. The attacks have also escalated 
in number and intensity with each elec- 
tion cycle. During his 2018 election cam- 
paign, Shea was slimed repeatedly by 
local, state, national, and international 
media organizations. Nevertheless, in 
spite of the continuous defamatory on- 
slaught, Matt Shea has continued to be 
elected, winning his sixth term in 2018 
with 58 percent of the vote. 

Moreover, his influence has expanded 
throughout the Western states and nation- 
ally. He is a founding member and cur- 
rent chairman of the Coalition of Western 
States (COWS), an organization of elect- 
ed officials that has as one of its main 
goals to facilitate the transfer of federally 
controlled public lands back to the state 
level, and to have the states and counties 
manage the lands, not politicians in “far- 
away Washington DC.” Shea was the co- 
founder of the Washington Family Foun- 
dation, which has since merged with the 
Family Policy Institute of Washington. 
He is an affiliate attorney of the Alliance 
Defending Freedom, which has success- 
fully defended Christian bakers, florists, 
and other business owners who are under 
attack from the militant LGBTQ bullies 
for refusing to service their “marriages.” 
He is also an affiliate attorney for the Pa- 
cific Justice Institute, which provides pro 
bono assistance to homeschoolers and 
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Christians facing legal prosecution and 
persecution for their beliefs. 


Going Nuclear on Shea 

Painfully aware of Shea’s growing po- 
litical stature and his formidable skills 
aS an organizer, strategist, tactician, 
legal scholar, speaker, and motivator, the 
organized Left has made him a primary 
target. He must be stopped! Removed! 
Terminated! The progressive chorus is 
especially panic-stricken over the pros- 
pect of Matt Shea possibly moving up to 
a seat in the U.S. Congress. Representa- 
tive Cathy McMorris Rodgers, a Repub- 
lican, currently represents Washington’s 
5th Congressional District, on the eastern 
end of the state. The conservative district 
includes Spokane, the state’s second-larg- 
est city, as well as Matt Shea’s legislative 
district. This is “Shea country,” and he 
would be strongly positioned to assume 
that congressional seat, should McMorris 
Rodgers leave it. As a preemptive strike 
against such a possibility, and to make 
an example of him, the anti-Shea mob 
— both Democratic and Republican — 
have joined forces to preserve the state’s 


corrupt political swamp from Matt Shea 
and others like him who are committed 
to draining it. Since repeated efforts to 
smear him with the racist-fascist-Nazi- 
homophobe false charges didn’t work, 
they kicked it up several notches. Now 
Matt Shea is being label-lynched as a 
“domestic terrorist.” 

In December, shortly before Christmas, 
the Democrat-controlled state House of 
Representatives released a report that, 
among other sensational charges, accused 
Representative Shea of participating in 
an “act of domestic terrorism against the 
United States” by participating in a fact- 
finding visit, along with other legislators, 
to the 2016 standoff between ranchers and 
federal authorities at the Malheur National 
Wildlife Refuge in southeast Oregon. The 
report also accused him of presenting “a 
present and growing threat of risk to others 
through political violence.” 

Entitled Report of Investigation Regard- 
ing Representative Matt Shea, Washington 
State House of Representatives, the 108- 
page report is the result of a four-month 
“investigation” carried out by the Rampart 
Group, an outfit run by Kathy Leodler, a 
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Sham “investigation”: Kathy Leodler (left), owner and CEO of the Rampart Group, conducted 
a hit-job report on Representative Shea. She is a political donor to Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan 
(right), a left-wing, lesbian Democrat and Obama DOJ appointee. 
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Painfully aware of Shea’s growing political stature and his formidable skills as an 
organizer, strategist, tactician, legal scholar, soeaker, and motivator, the organized Left 
has made him a primary target. He must be stopped! Removed! Terminated! 
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Not Guilty: Cliven Bundy (left), son Ammon Bundy, and other co-defendants were found innocent 
by a jury, and Judge Gloria Navarro (an Obama appointee) chastised their federal prosecutors 

for “flagrant” and “reckless” abuses. Even the Bundys were not charged with being “domestic 
terrorists,” the label Shea’s enemies are now trying to hang on him. 


former FBI agent, and her husband, Paul 
Leodler. Commissioned by the House 
Democrats (and paid for by the state’s 
taxpayers, to the tune of over $100,000), 
it is a barely disguised hit piece by Shea’s 
far-left political enemies. 

After presenting 80 evidence-free pages 
of innuendo, regurgitations of anti-Shea 
media stories, and character assassina- 
tion, the report’s authors admit that they 
“found no evidence” to justify the damn- 
ing “domestic terrorist” label that they 
helped hang on Shea. Nevertheless, they 
proceed with the vilification, insisting that 
he is a “significant threat” when his activi- 
ties are “viewed holistically.” In their con- 
cluding “Risk Assessment” (page 81), the 
Leodlers write: “Although this investiga- 
tion found no evidence that Representative 
Shea presents an imminent direct threat 
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to any individual or group, considerable 
evidence was discovered indicating Rep- 
resentative Shea has since 2014, presented 
a significant threat of political violence 
against employees of the Federal Govern- 
ment and state and local law enforcement 
officers, carried out through intermediar- 
ies sympathetic to the Patriot Movement.” 
(Emphasis added.) 

Shea’s enemies in the media were 
primed and ready to run with the report, 
and the Democratic attack squad was 
happy to leak an advance copy to them be- 
fore publicly releasing it or allowing Shea 
to see it. (We will return to particulars of 
the report, but first, a look at the media 
manipulation and exploitation of it.) 

“Terrorist Matt Shea must be expelled 
from the Washington State House of Rep- 
resentatives” — so ran the headline of a 
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December 20 column in the online Casca- 
dia Advocate. “Yesterday, the Washington 
State House Republican leadership belat- 
edly took action against their former cau- 
cus chair Matt Shea, a militant extremist 
who House investigators have confirmed 
is a domestic terrorist involved in plan- 
ning and promoting political violence,” 
wrote the Cascadia Advocate’s Andrew 
Villaneuve. “Evidence of Shea’s treason- 
ous activities and his proclivity for vio- 
lence was already in the public domain, 
but it took the release of a report prepared 
by former FBI agents to spur House Re- 
publicans to finally act.” 

The Cascadia Advocate is a website 
sponsored by the Northwest Progressive 
Institute, a mini version of the Clinton- 
Obama-Soros-Podesta socialist idea-fac- 
tory known as the Center for American 
Progress. As such, the damage it can di- 
rectly effect is limited, since its radical, 
partisan bias is readily apparent. How- 
ever, essentially the same story with simi- 
lar headlines ran in so-called mainstream 
media outlets across the country. 

¢ NPR: “Washington Legislator Matt 
Shea Accused Of ‘Domestic Terrorism,’ 
Report Finds.” 

¢ Associated Press/Los Angeles Times: 
“Washington state Rep. Matt Shea en- 
gaged in ‘domestic terrorism,’ report 
says.” 

¢ CNN: “Investigation finds Washing- 
ton state representative took part in “do- 
mestic terrorism.” 

« Newsweek: “Republican Lawmaker 
Matt Shea Was Involved in Domestic Ter- 
rorism and Is a ‘Risk to Others,’ Investiga- 
tors Say.” 

¢ Seattle Post-Intelligencer: “State Rep. 
Matt Shea ‘planned, engaged, promoted’ 
armed conflicts.” 

Much the same fare poured out of 
the usual suspect spigots: New York 
Times, Huffington Post, Washington 
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Post, Time, ABC, NBC, MSNBC, CBS, 
PBS, et al. The echo-chamber effect 
was mind-numbing. Yet, there is noth- 
ing in the much-hyped report to sustain 
the incredible headlines and stories that 
followed its December 19 release. Shorn 
of insinuation and weasel-worded infer- 
ences, the Leodler report is an empty 
shell. Representative Shea has likened it 
to the liberal-left propaganda surround- 
ing the “Trump-Russia Collusion” sham 
investigations and the “Trump-Ukraine 
Collusion” impeachment hoax. The 
comparisons are apropos. For over two 
years, the anti-Trump/pro-Clinton Big 
Media promised that “smoking gun” evi- 
dence would be produced by the House 
Democrats or Robert Mueller to prove 
Trump was/is colluding with Vladimir 
Putin. When that completely fizzled, we 
were promised that the House impeach- 
ment “investigation” would prove Presi- 
dent Trump is guilty of crimes regarding 


Ukraine. That didn’t pan out either. But 
the Pelosi Democrats voted for impeach- 
ment anyway — even though they de- 
layed transmitting their substanceless 
charges to the Senate. 


Media’s Shea Derangement Syndrome 
At any other time, an orchestrated media 
avalanche such as the one that has been 
unleashed on Matt Shea would be suf- 
ficient to finish any politician’s career. 
However, we are in a new era, and Matt 
Shea is not just any politician. 

The 2016 U.S. presidential campaign 
introduced a new psychological phenom- 
enon into our nation’s political and so- 
cial consciousness: Trump Derangement 
Syndrome (TDS), a condition that causes 
large cohorts of anti-Trump political ac- 
tivists to go berserk — ranting, raving, 
screaming, and crying, with many esca- 
lating their rage to threats of violence, ac- 
tual acts of violence, death threats, riot- 
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Honoring mass-murdering terrorist: The same “progressives” who are label-lynching Shea as a 
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“domestic terrorist” have no problem with this Seattle monument to communist mass-murderer 
Vladimir Lenin, and Seattle police are ordered to stand down as Antifa terrorists attack citizens. 
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ing, and more. Although the syndrome is 
primarily associated with leftists — “pro- 
gressives,” socialists, communists, jour- 
nalists, pundits, Democratic politicians, 
labor union goons, Hollywood celebri- 
ties — a fair number of establishment 
Republicans, globalist billionaires, and 
neoconservatives have also been afflicted 
with TDS. 

Those severely affected by the syn- 
drome transfer that same animus toward 
all Trump supporters — or anyone they 
view as even the slightest impediment to 
their plans for revolutionary “transfor- 
mation” of the United States. President 
Trump scored such a tremendous response 
from his charge that the Fake News Media 
is “the enemy of the American people” 
precisely because the truth of the state- 
ment is so screamingly obvious to any de- 
cent, sentient person, and because so many 
Americans had almost given up hope that 
they would ever see a political figure who 
would call out the Big Media malefactors 
the way President Trump does. 

The validity of Trump’s charges is 
borne out not only by the unceasing on- 
slaught of malicious and biased media 
attacks on him, but also by a huge num- 
ber of notorious cases that have exposed 
rampant Big Media malpractice, such as 
the attempted character assassination of 
Trump judicial nominee Brett Kavanaugh; 
the slanderous media mugging of Coving- 
ton Catholic High School student Nicho- 
las Sandmann; and the infamous Jussie 
Smollett hate-crime hoax, to name but a 
few. All of this has so thoroughly discred- 
ited the Fake News industrial complex 
that other lynching victims such as Shea 
have a much better chance of survival than 
in times past. 

The media’s Shea Derangement Syn- 
drome is also exposed by their lack of 
concern about — or outright sympathy for 
— the very real violence and lawlessness 
of the masked Antifa terrorists, Indivisible 
activists, environmental extremists, and 
union thugs. Then too, voters in eastern 
Washington are also unlikely to put much 
stock in charges coming from politicians 
from the socialist “People’s Republic of 
Seattle,” where every day seems to bring 
insane, new statewide policies. Seattle, 
after all, boasts a 16-foot-tall, seven-ton 
statue of Bolshevik icon Vladimir Lenin. 
The monument to the communist, mass- 
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After presenting 80 evidence-free pages of innuendo, 
regurgitations of anti-Shea media stories, and character 
assassination, the report's authors admit that they 
“found no evidence” to justify the damning “domestic 
terrorist” label that they heloed hang on Shea. 
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Black “white supremacist”? Doug Taft (left), pastor at the Marble Community Fellowship, which 
the Democrat-Leodler report characterizes as a “racist, anti-Semitic, and white supremacist” 


church, is shown here with Matt Shea. 


murdering dictator, which the people of 
Czechoslovakia tore down in 1989, was 
“rescued” and brought to Seattle, where it 
graces (or, rather, defiles) a major inter- 
section. It was Lenin’s bloodthirsty right- 
hand man, “Iron Felix” Dzerzhinsky, first 
head of the Cheka (forerunner of the KGB) 
who stated, “We represent in ourselves or- 
ganized terror.” So, consider the source. 
How genuine can Matt Shea’s accusers 
be about decrying alleged terrorism when 
they find no problem with public glorifi- 
cation of master terrorist Comrade Lenin? 


Hatchet Job 

Back to the Leodlers’ Rampart Group 
dossier, which is a hatchet job posing 
as an impartial investigation. As previ- 
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ously noted, it’s long on shocking in- 
nuendo but turns out to be remarkably 
threadbare when closely examined. First 
of all, let’s look at the elephant hiding 
under the doily: If Shea is a “domestic 
terrorist,” why has he not been officially 
charged, arrested, and prosecuted by any 
of the appropriate federal, state, or local 
authorities responsible for these duties? 
And why has he not been judged by a jury 
of his peers in a court of law, rather than 
being pilloried in the press by a mob of 
his enemies? 

“Under our Constitution, anyone ac- 
cused of a crime has the right to see all 
the evidence against them, to face their 
accusers, and to call witnesses in their 
defense,” Matt Shea noted in a January 


10 statement. He continued: “I have been 
falsely accused of being a ‘domestic ter- 
rorist’ by a private investigator who never 
spoke to the principals involved in the in- 
cidents she described and relied instead 
on anonymous sources. Based solely on 
this investigator’s dossier, the Speaker of 
the House said I ‘engaged in an act of 
domestic terrorism.’ This is a lie.... If the 
Speaker actually believes what she says, 
that Iam a ‘domestic terrorist, she should 
respect the ability and proper role of 
prosecutors and federal law enforcement 
to make a charging determination. Elect- 
ed officials who casually accuse others 
of crimes without waiting for prosecutors 
to charge (much fewer juries convict), all 
with an eye towards overturning the re- 
sults of elections they disagree with, are 
an ugly and corrosive feature of our mod- 
ern political landscape.” 

Shea noted that the only member of 
the House to ever be expelled in Wash- 
ington State was expelled after he had 
been afforded due process and convicted 
of a crime. “You don’t have to agree with 
my political views to believe that anyone 
accused of a crime has a right to see all 
the evidence against them, to face their 
accusers, and to call witnesses in their 
defense,” he said. “These rights are guar- 
anteed by our Constitution. Any action by 
the Legislature based solely on the dos- 
sier and without affording me those basic 
rights undermines the very pillars of our 
Republic.” 

Even a cursory reading of the Leodler 
dossier reveals that it is heavily padded 
with prejudicial “evidence” that sim- 
ply amounts to quotes from and/or links 
to anti-Shea stories from the anti-Shea 
press and professional leftist organiza- 
tions. Nearly 30 pages of the report (pp. 
37-65) are consumed by a “Timeline of 
Events,” which relies heavily on stories 
from the Spokesman Review (Spokane’s 
daily newspaper), the /nlander (a left- 
wing Spokane tabloid), and Oregon Public 
Broadcasting (OPB) — all of which have 
been engaged in longstanding vendettas 
against Shea. 

Another sizable chunk of the report, 
the “References” section (pp. 82-99), is 
filled with more citations from and links 
to the Spokesman Review, Inlander, and 
OPB — along with multiple citations 
of reports from the discredited South- 
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Black & white: Reverend Matthew Cummings (right) is a preacher at the rural Marble 
Community Fellowship. Shea has been accused of being a racist for speaking there. Does 


Cummings look like a “white supremacist”? 


ern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) and 
other hardcore left-wing sources such 
as Media Matters, In These Times, Roll- 
ing Stone, Political Research Associates, 
and The Daily Beast. The SPLC, it should 
be remembered, has maliciously smeared 
as “hate groups” such pro-life, pro-fami- 
ly, Christian organizations as the Family 
Research Council, American Family As- 
sociation, Alliance Defending Freedom, 
World Congress of Families, Catholic 
Family and Human Rights Institute, 
Abiding Truth Ministries, and many oth- 
ers. In 2012, gunman Floyd Lee Corkins 
entered the Washington, D.C., headquar- 
ters of the Family Research Council in- 
tending to kill as many employees as pos- 
sible and smear Chick-fil-A sandwiches 
in his victims’ faces. His planned mas- 
sacre was thwarted by a security guard, 
who was wounded in the encounter with 
Corkins. Corkins possessed SPLC lit- 
erature demonizing the Family Research 
Council and Chick-fil-A as anti-gay, and 
told police and FBI investigators he was 
inspired by the literature to target the 
council. 

Also noteworthy is the Leodlers’ heavy 
reliance on The Guardian, Britain’s far- 
left socialist daily, which has had a curi- 
ous obsession, over the past decade, with 
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demonizing Representative Shea and 
other American conservatives. Not only 
is The Guardian repeatedly cited by the 
Leodler dossier/report, but this highly 
biased paper is also the source for many 
of the quotes used in many of the other 
media stories referenced by the Leodlers/ 
Rampart. Most of these Guardian attacks 
are written by one Jason Wilson, an Aus- 
tralian who, apparently, is some sort of 
Marxist/anarchist who was moved to 
Portland by The Guardian to demonize 
the Right and lionize the Left. Not only 
does he malign Matt Shea and other con- 
servatives, but he seems to have a spe- 
cial affinity for Antifa terrorists. Besides 
writing friendly stories about the violent 
Antifa thugs, his chummy relationship 
with the masked gangsters gives him al- 
most unique immunity from their attacks, 
allowing him to circulate freely among 
them taking photos and video, while 
other journalists — even those of the 
liberal-left “mainstream” media — are 
physically accosted. That the anti-Shea 
Rampart report is so dependent on this 
Antifa propagandist speaks volumes! 
Still another telling feature of the Ram- 
part Group “investigation” is its reliance 
on Wikipedia, which is notorious not only 
for inaccuracy but also for its leftward 


slant. Not only do the Leodlers cite Wiki- 
pedia as their very first end note reference, 
it is their “go to” source for eight of their 
first ten references! That first reference, 
by the way, is Wikipedia’s entry for Matt 
Shea. Not surprisingly, it gets basic facts 
wrong and uncritically recycles attacks 
from Shea’s harshest critics. It states, 
for instance, that he has been reelected 
four times; actually it’s five times. “High 
school students aren’t even allowed to cite 
Wikipedia in their essays and reports,” 
Shea pointed out in an interview with THE 
NEW AMERICAN, “and yet, this supposedly 
authoritative report relies on Wikipedia 
and a rehash of media articles attacking 
me. It’s laughable.” 

One of the most disturbing elements 
of the report is its use of anonymous 
“witnesses” to make some of the most 
damaging statements. This was done, 
say the Leodlers, due to fear of retalia- 
tion against the witnesses by Shea and/ 
or his supporters. Again, this is a replay 
of the attacks we have seen on Brett 
Kavanaugh and President Trump, where 
media accounts endlessly repeated the 
charges, and only later did we learn that 
the evidence was bogus and the wit- 
nesses didn’t exist, didn’t remember, or 
disputed the quotes attributed to them. 

Is the Leodler report the equivalent of 
the infamous “Steele dossier,” the sala- 
cious dirty-tricks operation by Hillary 
Clinton, the Democratic National Com- 
mittee, and the Obama-Comey FBI uti- 
lizing anonymous witnesses and bogus 
charges to smear then-candidate Donald 
Trump? The Leodler report itself, to- 
gether with the political machinations 
surrounding it and the strategic media 
leaks, certainly bears a strong resem- 
blance to the Steele dossier operation, 
as well as to the Mueller report and the 
House impeachment proceedings. Is 
former FBI Agent Kathy Leodler func- 
tioning simply as another hack political 
operative like veteran FBI hatchet men 
Peter Strzok, Lisa Page, Robert Mueller, 
and James Comey? It’s entirely possible 
— even likely — that she and her Ram- 
part Group are working with, and for, the 
same Deep State operatives at the FBI 
and Department of Justice that produced 
and marketed the Steele dossier. 

“Representative Shea, as a leader in 
the Patriot Movement, planned, engaged 
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in and promoted a total of three armed 
conflicts of political violence against the 
United States Government in three states 
outside the state of Washington over a 
three-year period,” the Leodler report 
charges. “In one conflict Representative 
Shea led covert strategic pre-planning in 
advance of the conflict.” 

The “three armed conflicts” referred to 
are the 2014 standoff at the Nevada ranch 
of Cliven Bundy; the 2015 community 
support for a disabled veteran in Priest 
River, Idaho; and the 2016 Wildlife Ref- 
uge standoff in Harney County, Oregon, 
involving Ammon Bundy and others. 

The report provides no evidence to back 
up its charge that Shea “planned” or “led 
covert strategic pre-planning” for either 
of the Nevada or Oregon confrontations 
involving the Bundys. Shea denies that he 
did so, and the Bundys also deny that he 
had any such role. 

What about the 2015 “Priest River 
Armed Conflict”? Matt Shea, together 
with Idaho State Representative Heather 
Scott, the Bonner County sheriff, and up- 
wards of 100 local citizens, gathered at the 


home of a disabled Vietnam War veteran 
to protest a decision by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to confiscate the vet- 
eran’s firearms. The veteran had suffered 
a stroke but was not mentally or physically 
incapacitated. Yes, some of the veteran’s 
supporters were armed — which was per- 
fectly legal — but there was no “armed 
conflict,” or anything plausibly resem- 
bling such a description. 

The Leodler report also references 
Shea’s association with the Marble Com- 
munity Fellowship, which it describes as 
a “Christian Identity ideology church” 
that holds “a racist, anti-Semitic, and 
white supremacist interpretation of Chris- 
tianity.” Matt Shea has been clobbered 
repeatedly with completely dishonest 
media charges about this for the past sev- 
eral years. If you consult the accompa- 
nying photos on the previous pages, you 
will see that two of the pastors/preachers 
at Marble Community Fellowship, Pas- 
tor Doug Taft and Reverend Matthew 
Cummings, are black! Talk about Fake 
News! The Media Lie Machine is bla- 
tantly exposed here in black and white. 


“Armed conflict”? Matt Shea (on porch) at a peaceful, prayerful support gathering at the home 
of a disabled military veteran, whom the federal Department of Veterans Affairs planned to strip 
of his gun-owning rights — because he had suffered a mild stroke. 
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redoubtnews 


They know the Marble “white suprema- 
cist” line is a lie, yet they continue to 
perpetuate it. 

The Leodler report concludes with this 
risible declaration: “Based on evidence 
obtained in this investigation, it is more 
probable than not that Representative Shea 
is likely to plan, direct, and engage in addi- 
tional future conflicts that could carry with 
them significant risk of bloodshed and loss 
of life. It is the professional opinion of the 
Investigators, that on a more probable than 
not basis, Representative Shea presents a 
present and growing threat of risk to others 
through political violence.” 

That far-left Democrats and their media 
allies would engage in this type of charac- 
ter assassination of opponents is not sur- 
prising. That Republican leaders would 
join in the lynching — whether out of 
cowardice, political expediency, or per- 
sonal issues with Matt Shea — is despi- 
cable. 

On December 19, Representative J. T. 
Wilcox, the Washington State Republican 
minority leader, called for Shea’s resigna- 
tion, stating in a tweet: “Rep. Matt Shea 
has been suspended from any role in the 
House Republican Caucus. He should 
resign. He cannot use House Republican 
staff, he cannot meet with the caucus, his 
office will be moved.” 

Shea, however, is refusing to cave in 
to the bipartisan bullying. “Like we are 
seeing with our President this is a sham 
investigation meant to silence those 
of us who stand up against attempts to 
disarm and destroy our great country. I 
will not back down, I will not give in, I 
will not resign,” he wrote in a Facebook 
post. “Stand strong fellow Patriots.” Shea 
added, “I will continue to defend the con- 
stitution against tyranny and fight to pro- 
tect our God given unalienable rights to 
life, liberty, property, and the ability to 
defend the same.” 

Article II, Section 9 of the Wash- 
ington State Constitution provides that 
each house of the legislature may expel 
a member by “the concurrence of two- 
thirds of all the members elected.” If 
all 57 of the House Democrats were to 
vote for expulsion, they would still need 
at least nine House Republicans to join 
them, to reach the 66-vote threshold 
needed to remove Representative Matt 
Shea from office. Hl 
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Groceries Instead of Jail 


Fort Smith, Arkansas, Police Officer Ken- 
neth Martin was called to a local Walmart 
when a family was found shoplifting, but 
this story out of Arkansas has a surpris- 
ingly sweet ending. 

When Martin arrived at the retail chain 
on November 30, he found a husband, 
wife, and young children being detained 
for attempting to steal food. Martin de- 
cided to arrest the father but release the 
mother so that she could take her children 
home. 

In a post about the incident, the police 
department acknowledged that both par- 
ents could have been sent to jail and the 
children given into state custody. Thank- 
fully for the young children, Officer Mar- 
tin used his discretion to do what was best 
for the children. 

Martin can be heard on his body camera 
outlining his moral dilemma, KFSM re- 
ported. “They’re stealing food and they’ ve 
got kids,” he said. “I have to take him to 
jail, but I don’t have to make the kids think 
I’m a [censored].” 

As Breitbart News reported, “That sim- 
ple act of mercy might have been enough, 
but the Arkansas policeman was not satis- 
fied to break even in front of hungry chil- 
dren in the dregs of winter.” 

In addition to letting the mother go 
home, Martin paid for the groceries that 
the family had been trying to steal. “I took 
care of these for you, okay?” he said. “I 
understand this is food and things that you 
need, but ask for some help. Don’t do this 
with these babies.” 

The woman and one of her babies, who 
was sitting in the shopping cart, can be 
seen on the camera, though their images 
were blurred out for privacy protections. 
It’s unclear precisely how old the child in 
the shopping cart is, but it is evident the 
child is very young. 

Martin’s actions earned him “Employee 
of the Month at the Fort Smith Police De- 
partment,” where his treatment of the dif- 
ficult situation was applauded. 

In an interview with CNN’s Lynn 
Smith, Officer Martin contended he did 
not see any other outcome than the one 
that played out. 

“T don’t think I could have handled 
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it any different, it’s just what we’re all 
about,” he told her. “This department is 
about giving for the community, and it’s 
the way I was brought up.” 


Sam the Bottle Man 


Eleven-year-old Sam Rideout, affection- 
ately known as “Sam the Bottle Man,” 
made sure the children at Barbara Bush 
Children’s Hospital in South Portland, 
Maine, had a Christmas to remember. 

Sam and his friends had been col- 
lecting bottles and cans throughout the 
year so that he could use the money re- 
ceived from recycling the items to pur- 
chase the presents. This Christmas, Sam 
and his crew managed to raise a whop- 
ping $20,000, and on a single night used 
$10,000 to buy gifts. 

“Tt was hard,” Sam said. “Took a long 
time, but it’s so much fun and knowing it’s 
going to the hospital, it’s a good feeling.” 

Four years ago, Sam used some of his 
birthday money to buy a toy to donate to 
Toys for Tots, but he wanted to do more. 
He decided to make a flyer to be hung in 
his neighborhood, wherein he asked for 
bottles and cans that he could turn in for 
money. That was the beginning of “Sam 
the Bottle Man.” According to his aunt, 
Caitlin Jordan, Sam has been using the 
funds he raises through his collection to 
purchase expensive medical equipment 
for children in need, as well as toys. 

According to the Press Herald, Sam 
was inspired to help the children at the 
hospital because he himself had spent time 
at the Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital 
after complications from an autoimmune 
disease. Sam said he understands the frus- 
tration of being stuck in the hospital, espe- 
cially over the holidays. 

Naturally, Sam’s parents are proud of 
their altruistic son. “It doesn’t get any bet- 
ter than this,” Sam’s father Brandon Ride- 
out said. 


Strangers Raise Funds for 
WWII Vet After Scam 


When strangers all across the country 
learned of a World War I veteran who was 


scammed out of thousands of dollars, they 
went out of their way to show him that 
there are more good people in this world 
than bad. 

MSN reported that 92-year-old Floyd 
Smith of Fresno, California, lent an ac- 
quaintance, Mark Gleizer, $10,000 — a 
considerable portion of his retirement sav- 
ings — to get new windows for his home 
after Gleizer convinced Smith he was in 
financial trouble. 

“T thought, he’s a nice guy, you know?” 
Smith recalled to ABC30 of Fresno. 

But Gleizer didn’t pay Smith back the 
money. Eventually, Smith was forced to 
take him to small claims court, where 
Gleizer was ordered to pay $7,630 to 
Smith. Two years later, Gleizer still had 
not repaid the money. 

Out of desperation, Smith took his story 
to ABC Action News. Smith said he had 
hoped to use some of his retirement money 
to take his wife on a proper honeymoon. 

Smith’s story was aired on Action News 
in mid-December, and the response was 
tremendous. Nearly 400 people donated to 
a GoFundMe page that had been created 
for Smith, and by December 23, he was 
presented with a check in the amount of 
$12,472.60. 

In addition to the check, Smith was 
gifted a two-night stay for him and his 
wife by a hotel in the coastal town of 
Cayucos so that he could fulfill his dream 
of taking his wife on a honeymoon trip 
to a beach. 

The Beltone company also reached out 
to Smith to offer him brand new hearing 
aids, ABC 30 reported. 

As for Gleizer, ABC News reported that 
he had been arrested as recently as Octo- 
ber 2019 for drug possession, and skipped 
a November court appearance. His where- 
abouts since then are unknown, though 
private detective Rocky Pipkin is currently 
trying to track him down. 

Thankfully, despite Gleizer’s appalling 
behavior, Smith’s faith in mankind seems 
to have been restored. 

He was moved by the incredible kind- 
ness shown to him by people he’d never 
met. “Isn’t that amazing? So many good 
people in the world,” Smith told KFSN. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Before claims of catastrophic global warming be- 
came in vogue, climate “experts” warned of a cool- 
ing trend leading to a new ice age. The compilation 
below documents some of the failed climate pre- 
dictions regarding both global cooling and global 
warming. Obviously ominous warnings regarding 
the latter are being issued right up to the present 
day — perhaps more frequently and stridently than 
ever. Yet enough time has now gone by to com- 
pletely discredit earlier global-warming claims. 

The failure of the particular predictions we have 
compiled in the global-warming section is self-evident. 
For example, we all know that the Arctic ice cap has 
never disappeared during the summer months, despite 
Al Gore’ claim that this could have happened as early 
as 2013. Moreover, at present, there is no solid evidence 
that recent claims of impending climate catastrophe 
are any more likely to be accurate than past claims. 


GLOBAL COOLING 


“The world could be as little as 50 or 60 years away 
from a disastrous new ice age, a leading atmospheric 
scientist predicts. 

Dr. S. I. Rasool of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration and Columbia University says 
that: 

¢ ‘In the next 50 years,’ the fine dust man constantly 
puts into the atmosphere by fossil fuel-burning could 
screen out so much sunlight that the average tempera- 
ture could drop by six degrees. 

¢ If sustained over ‘several years’ — ‘five to 10,’ he 
estimated — ‘such a temperature decrease could be 
sufficient to trigger an ice age!’” 

— Washington Post, 
“U.S. Scientist Sees New Ice Age Coming” July 9, 1971 


“However widely the weather varies from place to place 
and time to time, when meteorologists take an average 
of temperatures around the globe they find that the at- 
mosphere has been growing gradually cooler for the past 
three decades. The trend shows no indication of revers- 
ing. Climatological Cassandras are becoming increas- 
ingly apprehensive, for the weather aberrations they are 
studying may be the harbinger of another ice age.” 

— Time, “Another Ice Age?” June 24, 1974 
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“The cooling has already killed hundreds of thousands 
of people in poor nations. It has already made food and 
fuel more precious, thus increasing the price of every- 
thing we buy. If it continues, and no strong measures 
are taken to deal with it, the cooling will cause world 
famine, world chaos, and probably world war, and this 
could all come by the year 2000.... 

What I discovered while writing this book, and what 
you will find while reading it, is more dramatic than any 
fantasy of the emotions. It is cold fact: the global cool- 
ing presents humankind with the most important social, 
political, and adaptive challenge we have had to deal 
with for ten thousand years.” (Emphasis in original.) 

— Lowell Ponte, The Cooling, 1976 


eOULING 


Has the next ice oe 


already begu 
Can we ypegu it? 
LOWELL PONTE 


Pontes book, which was considered a serious and important work when it was published, included a foreword by U.S. Senator Clai- 
borne Pell, who at the time was chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Oceans and International Environment, and a preface by 
the widely acclaimed Professor Reid A. Bryson (quoted below). The latter concluded his preface by saying of the book: “I hope that 


all will read it as a serious and thoughtful analysis of a real and pressing problem.” 


wisc.edu 


“There is very important climatic change going 
on right now.... It is something that, if it contin- 
ues, will affect the whole human occupation of 
the earth — like a billion people starving. The 
effects are already showing up in rather drastic 
ways.” 


— Dr. Reid Bryson, as quoted in Fortune, 
“Ominous Changes in the World’s Weather,” February 1974 


Bryson, director of the Institute for Environmental Studies at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, who was warning above about global cooling, was once 
a widely quoted expert on the subject of climate change. In fact, to help estab- 
lish his stature in the field, the Fortune article quoted another expert, former 
president of the (British) Royal Meteorological Society Kenneth Hare, saying, 
“Bryson is the most important figure in climatology today.” 
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“The central fact is that after three quarters of a century of 
extraordinary mild conditions, the earth’s climate seems to be 
cooling down. Meteorologists disagree about the cause and 
extent of the cooling trend, as well as over its specific impact 
on local weather conditions. But they are almost unanimous 
in the view that the trend will reduce agricultural productivity 
for the rest of the century. If the climatic change is as pro- 
found as some of the pessimists fear, the resulting famines 
could be catastrophic.” 

— Newsweek, “The Cooling World,” April 28, 1975 


“Most scientists agree that today’s ice movement may re- 

flect a worldwide cooling trend, but their explanations vary 
widely.” 

— National Geographic, 

“What’s Happening to Our Climate,” November 1976 


“During the last 20 to 30 years, world temperature has fallen, 
irregularly at first but more sharply over the last decade.” 

— USS. National Science Board, 1974, 

as quoted in National Geographic, 

“What’s Happening to Our Climate,” November 1976 


“Climatologists now blame those recurring droughts and 
floods on a global cooling trend. It could bring massive trag- 

edies for mankind.” 
— Fortune, “Ominous Changes in the World’s Weather,” 
February 1974 


GLOBAL WARMING 


“A senior U.N. environmental official says entire nations could 
be wiped off the face of the Earth by rising sea levels if the glob- 
al warming trend is not reversed by the year 2000. [Emphasis 
added. ] 

Coastal flooding and crop failures would create an exodus of 
‘eco-refugees,’ threatening political chaos, said Noel Brown, di- 
rector of the New York office of the U.N. Environment Program, 
or UNEP. 

He said governments have a 10-year window of opportunity to 
solve the greenhouse effect before it goes beyond human control. 

As the warming melts polar icecaps, ocean levels will rise by 
up to three feet, enough to cover the Maldives and other flat is- 
land nations, Brown told The Associated Press in an interview 
on Wednesday. 

Coastal regions will be inundated; one-sixth of Bangladesh 
could be flooded, displacing a fourth of its 90 million people. A 
fifth of Egypt’s arable land in the Nile Delta would be flooded, 
cutting off its food supply, according to a joint UNEP and U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency study.” 

— Associated Press, “U.N. Predicts Disaster if Global 
Warming Not Checked,” June 29, 1989 


Considering that the “window of opportunity” for reversing 
global warming closed by the year 2000 — two decades ago — 
according to this UN-sourced story, the UN’ dire predictions of 
climate catastrophe were obviously inaccurate, to say the least. 


Al Gore 


AP Images 
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“Last September 21 [2007], as the Northern Hemi- 
sphere tilted away from the sun, scientists reported 
with unprecedented distress that the North Polar 
ice cap is ‘falling off a cliff.” One study estimated 
that it could be completely gone during summer in 
less than 22 years. Another new study, to be pre- 
sented by U.S. Navy researchers later this week, 


warns it could happen in as little as 7 years.” 
— Al Gore, Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech, Oslo, December 10, 2007 


The Gore-referenced study warning that the Arctic ice cap could disappear in the 
summer in as “little as 7 years” meant as soon as 2014. Then, on December 13 of 
the following year, Gore warned in a speech in Germany, “The entire North polar 
ice cap may well be completely gone in five years” — that is, 2013. Worse for him, 

analysis of satellite data in 2019 by the Committee for a Constructive Tomorrow 
(CFACT) showed that “the average annual coverage of sea ice has been essentially 

the same since satellite observations began in 1981.” 
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Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez 


AP Images 


“Britain’s winter ends tomorrow [March 21, 2000] 
with further indications of a striking environmental 
change: snow is starting to disappear from our lives. 

Sledges, snowmen, snowballs and the excitement 
of waking to find that the stuff has settled outside are 
all a rapidly diminishing part of Britain’s culture, as 
warmer winters — which scientists are attributing 
to global climate change — produce not only fewer 
white Christmases, but fewer white Januaries and 
Februaries.... 

According to Dr. David Viner, a senior research 
scientist at the climatic research unit (CRU) of the 
University of East Anglia, within a few years winter 
snowfall will become ‘a very rare and exciting event.’ 

‘Children just aren’t going to know what snow 
is,’ he said.” 

— The Independent (British 
newspaper), “Snowfalls Are Now Just a Thing of 
the Past,” March 20, 2000 


Of course, despite the title, which suggested that 
snowfalls would be a “thing of the past” as early 
as two decades ago, Britain has continued to experi- 
ence snowfalls. 
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“Millennials and people and you know Gen Z 
and all these folks that come after us are look- 
ing up, and we're like, ‘The world is going to 
end in 12 years if we don’t address climate 
change, and your biggest issue is — your big- 
gest issue is how are we gonna pay for it?’” 
— USS. Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 


New York City speech, January 21, 2019 


Presumably Representative Ocasio-Cortez was being serious when she 
made the above claim. Undoubtedly, millions of her fellow global-warming 
alarmists thought she was being serious — and accepted what she said as 
an accurate assessment based on the latest scientific evidence. Yet consider 
the following tweet from AOC expressing incredulity that her (and others’) 
“dry humor + sarcasm” would be taken literally by Republicans: 


“This is a technique of the GOP, to take dry 
humor + sarcasm literally and ‘fact check’ it. 
Like the ‘world ending in 12 years’ thing, 
you'd have to have the social intelligence of a 
sea sponge to think it’s literal. 
But the GOP is basically Dwight from The 


Office so who knows.” 


— Representative Ocasio-Cortez tweet, May 12, 2019 
Talk about backpedaling! 


“Scientists in the US have presented one of the most dramatic forecasts yet 
for the disappearance of Arctic sea ice. 
Their latest modelling studies indicate northern polar waters could be 
ice-free in summers within just 5-6 years.” 
— BBC, “Arctic Summers Ice-Free ‘by 2013,’” December 12, 2007 


“The small alpine glaciers present today started forming about 7,000 years 
ago and reached their maximum in size and number around 1850, at the end 
of the Little Ice Age. They are now rapidly shrinking due to human-caused 
climate change. Computer models indicate the glaciers will all be gone by 
the year 2020.” 

— Former sign at the St. Mary Visitor Center at Glacier National Park 


CNN reported on January 8, 2020, that “in 2017, the park was told by the 
[U.S. Geological Survey] that the complete melting off of the glaciers was 
no longer expected to take place so quickly due to changes in the forecast 
model.” However, “tight maintenance budgets made it impossible for the 
park to immediately change the signs,” though “the most prominent plac- 
ards, at St. Mary Visitor Center, were changed last year.” @ 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
mm EEE 


AG Claims Second 
Amendment Sanctuaries 
“Have No Legal Effect” 


The Herald Courier reported on Decem- 
ber 20 that Virginia Attorney General 
Mark Herring issued an advisory opinion 
that claimed Second Amendment Sanctu- 
ary resolutions “have no legal effect.” 

Democratic State Delegate Jay Jones, 
who is a proponent of stricter gun-control 
laws, requested that the state attorney 
general opine on the issue in the wake of 
numerous Second Amendment Sanctu- 
ary resolutions being passed by munici- 
palities and counties throughout Virginia. 
Jones was incensed that the citizenry 
would dare to even assert that they have 
the right to refuse to comply with laws 
that infringe on their God-given rights, 
and Jones even went so far as to malign 
Second Amendment supporters as espous- 
ing an ideology similar to that which gave 
rise to the Civil War. “The bills passed by 
the General Assembly and signed into law 
by the Governor are binding for our entire 
Commonwealth and its citizens. The legal 
precedent we would set by allowing com- 
munities to selectively ignore those laws 
at will is alarming and indicative of the 
same mindset that nearly one hundred and 
fifty years ago led this country to dissolve 
into a civil war,” Jones claimed in his re- 
quest to the attorney general. 

Herring issued an opinion that must 
have been music to Jones’ ears. Herring 
based his opinion on requirements in both 
the state constitution and state code that 
require local governments to comply with 
state law. Herring wrote, “These [Second 
Amendment sanctuary] resolutions nei- 
ther have the force of law nor authorize 
localities or local constitutional officials 
to refuse to follow or decline to enforce 
gun violence prevention measures en- 
acted by the General Assembly.” Herring 
even used an oft-repeated trope, blam- 
ing any show of support for the Second 
Amendment as being the work of the 
gun lobby. Herring issued a statement 
that summarily dismissed the resolutions 
and disparaged the patriots behind them, 
saying, “When the General Assembly 
passes new gun safety laws they will 
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be enforced, and they will be followed. 
These resolutions have no legal force, 
and they’re just part of an effort by the 
gun lobby to stoke fear.” 

While many supporters of the resolu- 
tions admitted that the acts were mostly 
symbolic, it is frustrating to see elected 
leaders so quick to agree that Second 
Amendment rights can be easily abro- 
gated if the state government wills it. 
Virginia House Minority Leader Todd 
Gilbert (R-Shenandoah) released a state- 
ment the following day that mocked 
Herring’s hypocrisy on the topic since it 
“directly contradicts his own statements 
and actions regarding the supremacy of 
state law over the preferences of the of- 
ficials who must enforce them. In 2014, 
Herring declined to defend Virginia law 
in state court, despite a statutory duty to 
do so. He told the Richmond Times Dis- 
patch ‘... If I think the laws are adopted 
and constitutional, (then) I will defend 
them...’ His opinion today notes that ‘it 
has long been the indisputable and clear 
function of the courts ... to pass upon 
the constitutionality of legislative acts.’ 
This not only conflicts with his previous 
statement about his own conduct, but also 
the position of a number of Democratic 
Commonwealth’s Attorneys regarding 
prosecution of marijuana possession.” 

It is still uncertain what new gun- 
control measures might be passed, but 
Democratic Governor Ralph Northam 
has already proposed a number of bills 
that stand a good chance of passing with 
a legislature that is entirely controlled 
by Democrats. Some local leaders are 
adamant that Herring’s guidance is mis- 
taken. Prince William County Board of 
Supervisors Chairman-at-large Corey 
Stewart spoke out in opposition to Her- 
ring’s guidance. Stewart’s county passed 
a Second Amendment Sanctuary resolu- 
tion, and Stewart told the Herald Courier 
that just because the state might pass gun- 
control laws “doesn’t mean that the lo- 
calities and the local sheriffs have to use 
their resources to enforce a gun confis- 
cation law, or any other unconstitutional 
law that Democrats and the general as- 
sembly pass.... The Attorney General is 
delusional if he thinks this is just some 
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movement that’s been ginned up by the 
so-called gun lobby.... This is a ground- 
swell movement if there ever was one.” 

Others echoed Stewart’s sentiments, 
including Culpeper County Sheriff Scott 
Jenkins, who came up with an innovative 
way to circumvent gun grabs. Jenkins told 
the Herald Courier that if “the legisla- 
ture decides to restrict certain weapons I 
feel harms our community, I will swear 
in thousands of auxiliary deputies in Cul- 
peper.... There’s no limit to the number of 
people I can swear in.” True enough. But 
should the right to keep and bear arms be 
dependent on deputization? 


Marines Can Carry on Base 


Breitbart reported on January 3 about 
a welcome change in the U.S. Marine 
Corps (USMC) firearm policy. The 
USMC policy now permits off-duty 
USMC law-enforcement professionals 
to conceal carry their own private fire- 
arms while on base. The change was pre- 
cipitated by two high-profile shootings at 
military installations. 

The first occurred on December 4, 2019 
at a naval shipyard in Pearl Harbor, and the 
second occurred on a naval air station in Pen- 
sacola, Florida. In both incidents, the mili- 
tary personnel involved were sitting ducks 
for the active shooter because the military 
installations prohibited concealed carry. 

The Pensacola shooter was able to go 
on a 10-minute rampage before encoun- 
tering any armed resistance. Installation 
commanders obviously recognized the 
dangers posed by such a situation and 
issued the USMC memo that authorized 
“active Marine Corps Law Enforcement 
(LE) professionals who possess valid 
Law Enforcement Officer Safety Act 
(LEOSA) 18 U.S.C. §926B credentials 
to carry concealed privately owned fire- 
arms (POF) aboard Marine Corps prop- 
erty in the United States and U:S. ter- 
ritories for personal protection not in the 
performance of official duties.” 

There were some restrictions on where 
they could conceal carry but, as Breitbart 
noted, it’s a welcome step in the right di- 
rection. Mi 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Radicals Employ 
“Science” as Cudgel 
Against Dissent 


Item: The New York Times, in a page 
one article entitled “Trump Eroding Role 
of Science in Government,” in its print 
edition for December 29, stated: “In just 
three years, the Trump administration has 
diminished the role of science in federal 
policymaking while halting or disrupting 
research projects nationwide, marking a 
transformation of the federal government 
whose effects, experts say, could reverber- 
ate for years.” 

The 3,400-plus-word piece (entitled on- 
line “Science Under Attack”’) leaned heav- 
ily on remarks of former and disgruntled 
personnel who had worked for, or advised, 
various government departments; it al- 
leged that, in addition to “shutting down 
some programs, there have been notable in- 
stances where the administration has chal- 
lenged established scientific research.” 

For instance, said the left-wing paper, 
aides to Scott Pruitt, “the E.P.A. adminis- 
trator at the time, told the agency's econo- 
mists to redo an analysis of wetlands pro- 
tections that had been used to help defend 
an Obama-era clean-water rule.” 

Other featured examples over multiple 

years were a “15-person scientific com- 
mittee on climate change” in the Com- 
merce Department that was “disbanded” 
in 2017; two “research agencies” that 
were “gutted” at the Department of Ag- 
riculture; and, a “$1 million study on the 
health risks of coal mining [that] was can- 
celed” at the Interior Department. 
Item: The Washington Post reported 
on January I that members of the EPA’ 
Scientific Advisory Board had posted 
online draft letters critical of proposals 
by the Trump administration that would 
“roll back environmental regulations.” 
According to the article (entitled “EPA 
advisers warn that rollbacks clash with 
science”), the proposed “changes would 
weaken standards that govern waterways 
and wetlands across the country as well 
as those that dictate gas mileage for U.S. 
automobiles.” 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


Setting us free, or destroying America? The Left is pillorying President Donald Trump, claiming 
that his administration is damaging the environment. However, its main reason for making this 
Claim is that the administration undoes often burdensome laws put in place by Democrats. 


The comments by the advisers “raise 

questions about the basis for the [Trump] 
administration's push to unspool regula- 
tions enacted under President Barack 
Obama.” 
Item: The Los Angeles Times for De- 
cember 31 (“Trumps plans to strip clean 
water protections leave New Mexico 
fearing pollution and health risks,” read 
the headline) reported that Trump's EPA 
“plans to roll back clean water rules, 
abolishing limits on how much pollution 
can be dumped into small streams and 
wetlands.” 

According to the L.A. paper, “Federal 
data suggest 81% of streams in the South- 
west would lose protections. A large share 
of streams in California and other Western 
states will be hard hit. Nowhere are the 
stakes as high as in New Mexico.” 
CORRECTION: Science can help us un- 
derstand many things, but it cannot show 
us what ought to be done. That’s what 
predatory politicians and their ideological 
media allies try to do. 

In general, this is scaremongering. It re- 
quires us to upend our economy and way 
of life in order to obey the dictates of our 
supposed betters in Washington. Science, 
they insist, demands it. 

(It is probably a cheap shot, albeit on 


target, to recall that Ptolemy’s geocentric 
model for the cosmos was also “established 
science” for more than a thousand years.) 

Not all Americans are enamored of in- 
trusive government regulations. One of 
them is President Trump. In fact, during 
2019, the Trump administration issued the 
fewest new regulations than in any year 
since the government began tracking them 
in 1975, according to Clyde Wayne Crews 
of the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(CEI). Trump previously pledged to cut 
two federal regulations for every new one 
created. In practice, the pace of late has 
gone well beyond that — reducing “signif- 
icant” regulations by an 8-to-1 ratio. (And 
that includes the “regulations” technically 
added in order to cut earlier regs.) 

As you might imagine, many cheered. 
And the White House said these actions 
saved more than $50 billion in regulatory 
costs — even as the New York Times and 
other left-wing journals bemoaned the de- 
velopments. 

The long-winded New York Times cri- 
tique above gives the fabricated impres- 
sion (as intended) that the Trump admin- 
istration is involved in a massive purge 
of irreplaceable, altruistic civil servants 
doing God’s work. That is fiction. 

The 15-person scientific committee 
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“disbanded” some three years ago had ex- 
plored how to make National Climate As- 
sessments for the Commerce Department; 
it had not produced a report, according to 
the administration. The department and its 
many other activities are still in business. 
Last year, the department was expected to 
spend $14 billion; meanwhile, Commerce 
still employs (according to the Cato Insti- 
tute) about 44,000 workers and adminis- 
ters more than 80 subsidy programs. 

Employees in the two “gutted” (NYT 
word) Agriculture agencies were told that 
their jobs were being transferred from 
D.C. to Kansas City (closer, one notic- 
es, to a lot of “agriculture”). Apparently 
several hundred of those involved in the 
transferred jobs were cruelly given “less 
than four months” to decide whether to 
stay or go. Tell it to the Marines — or 
countless workers elsewhere in the pri- 
vate sector who have been transferred. 
Some of the bureaucrats left. The depart- 
ment will survive. It was in line to spend 
$156 billion last year; its employees op- 
erate (according to Cato) 278 subsidy 
programs. The department has 90,100 
workers in about 7,000 offices across the 
United States. 

And don’t spend too much time weep- 
ing for the Interior Department because — 


as featured in the New York Times —a $1 
million study was canceled by the heart- 
less, coal-minded, science-hating Trump 
administration. That department was ex- 
pected to spend a net $12 billion in fiscal 
2019; it still employs about 66,000 work- 
ers and operates 290 subsidy programs. 

Do all of these “civil servants” work 
solely to benefit the American people? 
That is debatable. Wall Street Journal col- 
umnist Kimberley Strassel, in her recent 
detailed and perceptive book Resistance 
(At All Costs), describes how the “bureau- 
cratic-activist complex” worked to sabo- 
tage (now former) Cabinet members such 
as EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt and In- 
terior Secretary Ryan Zinke. Pruitt became 
a target, in part, because he had “moved 
to redefine the Waters of the United States 
tule” that was allowing the EPA to “regu- 
late ponds and potholes,” as she wrote in 
her chapter entitled “‘Deep State’ Revolt.” 
As for Zinke, “Resisters engineered at 
least 15 investigations” against him — to 
include “whether (no joke) his wife could 
ride with him in government vehicles,” 
recounts Strassel. 

Such “resistance” personnel feed media 
allies stories such as cited earlier about 
water regulations. The EPA’s unwar- 
ranted fretting about “potholes” during 


Green attack dogs: Former EPA administrator Scott Pruitt (shown) was attacked constantly while 
in office for getting rid of EPA rules that were ineffective and ruining businesses, though left-wing 
EPA administrators such as Gina McCarthy didn’t suffer after creating those rules. 
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the Obama administration is not hyper- 
bole. When the Trump administration an- 
nounced it was repealing the Obama-era 
WOTUS (“Waters of the U.S.”) rule and 
its expansion of the Clean Water Act’s 
mandate, which was supposed to protect 
“navigable waters,” there were roars of 
ovations in the real world. R.J. Smith, a 
fellow at CEI’s Center of Energy and En- 
vironment, put it this way: 


The usurpation of power over state 
regulatory authority and private prop- 
erty rights has led to major regulatory 
nightmares all across the country. In 
order to conduct the most elemen- 
tary of necessary land-use actions, 
farmers, ranchers, developers, home 
builders, businesses, and private 
landowners have to run a gauntlet of 
lengthy, costly, and uncertain regula- 
tory demands to receive a permit or 
otherwise face enormous fines and 
penalties. Thus, endlessly delaying 
necessary activities and raising costs 
substantially, with zero compensa- 
tion for the taking of private property. 


Smith also urged the Congress to revisit 
the Clean Water Act and amend that act 
“to state clearly and unambiguously that 
‘navigable waters’ means ‘navigable.’ This 
means for commercial ships, tugboats, and 
barges, instead of the WOTUS definition 
that expanded to nearly everything but rub- 
ber duckies. Creeks, streams, and run-off 
ditches or sewers that fill up during a rain- 
storm are not ‘navigable waters.”” 

The major, green-leaning newspapers, 
after much trashing of the administration, 
on occasion give a bit of pro-forma space 
for the other side. Thus, if you trudge 
through to the end of the Los Angeles 
Times piece cited above, you find a short 
comment by Caren Cowan, executive di- 
rector of the New Mexico Cattle Growers’ 
Association, which represents about 1,400 
ranchers. Sadly (from the paper’s view- 
point), Cowan sees “applying regulations 
to ephemeral streams” as “costly” with 
“little environmental benefit” and “writ- 
ten by Washington bureaucrats who didn’t 
understand the Southwest.” 
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Democratic dreaming: Leading Democratic presidential candidates are, to one extent or another, 
on board the anti-fossil-fuel train, despite the fact that there isn’t at present an energy source that 
we could readily switch to in its place — only nuclear power even comes close. 


The Trump administration — so unen- 
lightened that it respects the roles of state 
and local governments — maintains that 
its proposed move would “limit where 
federal regulations apply and would give 
states and tribes more flexibility to deter- 
mine how best to manage waters within 
their borders.” 

The Los Angeles Times disagrees, argu- 
ing: “Few ifany state environmental agen- 
cies and tribal governments” have “the 
money, expertise and legal authority to 
replace federal regulation.” The Left’s an- 
swer is to force taxpayers throughout the 
country to fork up their money to regulate 
New Mexico’s “ephemeral” waters. 

Speaking about slanted press coverage, 
here’s another example: If you go down 
— very deep — into the New York Times 
above-cited treatise claiming that Trump 
is against science, you will find (on para- 
graph 56) a passing mention acknowledg- 
ing that “past administrations have, to 
varying degrees, disregarded scientific 
findings that conflicted [with] their pri- 
orities.” Even the sainted Barack is said to 
have done so — once in 2011. “But” (and 
you know that word was coming) “in the 
Trump administration, the scope is wider,” 
concluded the “paper of record.” 

Actually, there is some truth to that 
— though not in the way the New York 
Times means it. The Trump administration 
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has committed to “balancing the benefits 
and costs of regulating when they create 
new federal policies,” as has been noted 
by James Broughel, a senior research fel- 
low with the Mercatus Center at George 
Mason University. (Emphasis added.) 
That would be novel. 

In contrast, there are Joe Biden, Pete 
Buttigieg, and the other Democratic can- 
didates seeking the White House — who 
in general have made a fetish about their 
opposition to fossil fuels because of sup- 
posed catastrophic climate change. Biden, 
the former vice president and Democrat- 
ic frontrunner, says he “believes” in the 
“Green New Deal,” calling it “a crucial 
framework for meeting the climate chal- 
lenges.” (He leaves out some details: Its 
cost has been estimated variously, includ- 
ing a study that pegs it up to $93 trillion 
over a decade, or about $600,000 per 
household.) 

Buttigieg, another leading Democratic 
candidate who is often called a “moder- 
ate” by the Left, maintains (on his web- 
site): “Climate catastrophe is on the ho- 
rizon.” The former mayor of South Bend, 
Indiana, wants us to know that “experts 
tell us we have 10 years to get on the right 
path, or global warming will reach cata- 
strophic levels by 2050.” He also contends 
that Washington hasn’t been doing enough 
and that we need to impose severe restric- 
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tions. He adds: “The timeline that compels 
us to act isn’t set by Congress — it’s being 
dictated by science.” 

However, there are real scientists (less 
publicized of course) who are warning 
against exaggerating the potential threat 
of climate change. Among these are Dr. 
Judith Curry, an American climatologist 
who formerly chaired the School of Earth 
and Atmospheric Sciences at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology. In a recent blog 
she called “doomsters” their own worst 
enemies. Moreover, Curry said: 


We have been told that the science of 
climate change is “settled.”” However, 
in climate science there has been a 
tension between the drive towards 
a scientific “consensus” to support 
policy making, versus exploratory 
research that pushes forward the 
knowledge frontier. Climate science 
is characterized by a rapidly evolving 
knowledge base and disagreement 
among experts. Predictions of 21st 
century climate change are charac- 
terized by deep uncertainty. 


Curry also says that wild claims are “trig- 
gering a global backlash against doing 
anything sensible.” And, as she pointed 
out, “Exaggerating the dangers beyond 
credibility makes it difficult to take cli- 
mate change seriously.” 

Here’s what most eco-candidates ig- 
nore: According to 2018 data from the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration, more 
than 63 percent of electricity generation 
in this country is from fossil fuels (coal, 
natural gas, petroleum, and other gases). 
About 20 percent comes from clean, safe, 
and environmentally friendly nuclear en- 
ergy (which left-wingers generally reject). 
A bit less than 17 percent comes from re- 
newable energy sources. 

Also discounted is the fact that fossil 
fuels are found in 96 percent of the items 
we use each day, as highlighted by the 
International Association of Geophysical 
Contractors. Just remember that you can 
give facts to most politicians and they can 
draw their own confusions. 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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BY BRIAN FARMER 


AARP Is at It Again 


s it did in 2018, the 
American Associa- 
tion of Retired Per- 


sons (AARP) came out dur- 
ing 2019 in favor of a federal 
rescue of private-sector retire- 
ment pensions. To review, the 
July-August 2018 edition of 
the AARP Bulletin reported, 
“AARP has testified before 
Congress on the issue and is 
calling on members to contact 
their lawmakers and demand 
that they enact legislation pro- 
tecting the earned pensions of 
workers and retirees.” 

One year later, in the July- 
August 2019 edition of the 
AARP Bulletin, the matter 
was brought up again in an 
article entitled “The Pension Crisis at Congress’ Door: Thou- 
sands of workers and retirees have suffered benefit cuts. A 
million more are at risk.” 

Specifically, the issue revolves around “multiemployer” 
pension plans, which cover pools of labor-union members 
working for different companies, with each company helping 
to fund the shared plan. However, declining union membership 
means that fewer active workers are paying into those plans. 
In addition, many employers in industries such as mining and 
construction are losing business to nonunion competitors, 
which means that fewer employers are contributing their share 
to those plans. In fact, those plans are failing at an alarming 
rate. Approximately one out of every eight workers with mul- 
tiemployer pensions is in a plan that is expected to run out of 
money within 20 years. The federal Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation (PBGC), which insures private pension plans, 
pays up to $12,870 annually to a worker whose multiemployer 
pension plan has failed. But this safety net is getting weaker, 
too. The PBGC’s fund for failed pension plans is expected to 
go broke by 2025, as premium payments from the private sec- 
tor cannot keep it solvent. The article states, “AARP and other 
organizations say congressional intervention is necessary to 
protect workers and retirees in these plans.” 

Logically, one might challenge AARP’s stance by asking 
some pointed questions: Who is responsible for the under- 
funded pensions? Isn’t the situation due to financial misman- 
agement and sometimes even labor-union corruption? Why 
should we taxpayers now be responsible for bailing them out? 
The bulk of us taxpayers have no pensions but, according 
to AARP, we should sacrifice for those who do? What’s up 
with that?! If a pension fund is underfunded by 50 percent, 
for example, then why not just cut the pension payout by 50 
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percent? That would still leave 
those workers and retirees with 
the bonus of a pension, in addi- 
tion to Social Security, which 
is more than most of us have. 

Legally, one might also chal- 
lenge AARP’s stance by asking 
this key question: Where can one 
find in the U.S. Constitution any 
authority to confiscate money 
from the citizenry and then give 
it away in charity? What AARP 
is advocating is what Frédéric 
Bastiat (1801-1850), a French 
economist, statesman, and au- 
thor, describes in his treatise The 
Law as “legal plunder.” Bastiat 
explains, “But how is this legal 
plunder to be identified? Quite 
simply. See if the law takes from 
some persons what belongs to them, and gives it to other persons 
to whom it does not belong. See if the law benefits one person at 
the expense of another by doing what the citizen himself cannot 
do without committing a crime.” 

If I take your money, I will be brought before a court for 
having committed a crime: theft. If I were to plead not guilty 
because I used the money to subsidize my underfunded pension 
benefit, nobody in their right mind would expect the judge to 
say, “Well, then you are free to go.” But let the government take 
your money for the same purpose and AARP thinks that it’s a 
great idea. Go figure that one out! 

And socially, AARP’s stance helps to feed a scathing and 
divisive narrative that has been getting attention over the past 
few years, namely, that the baby boomers have been plunder- 
ing the economy in order to benefit themselves, at the ex- 
pense of younger generations. Here are a few examples from 
the media: “How Baby Boomers Broke America” (Time), 
“The Boomers Ruined Everything” (The Atlantic), and “The 
Worst Generation” (Esquire). There is even a book entitled A 
Generation of Sociopaths: How the Baby Boomers Betrayed 
America. 

But patience and persistence is beginning to pay off for AARP 
and its allies. In December of last year, Congress tacked a $6 
billion bailout of the pension plan for the United Mine Workers 
of America onto a year-end spending bill. The American Miners 
Act of 2019 is now working its way through Congress and, if 
passed, President Trump has indicated that he would sign it in 
order to keep one of his campaign promises. If this happens, it 
would set a dangerous precedent. For the first time in American 
history, Congress would use taxpayer dollars to make good on 
the broken pension promises of a private-sector union and pri- 
vate employers. 
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